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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2018
27th October RHS Lecture, 80 Vincent Square SW1P 2PE. Continuing the Master’s theme
of the Armistice, Dr James Wearn of Kew Science will talk about the flora around the
French battlefields and Andrew Fetherston, Archivist of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission will explore the planting of the French cemeteries.
8th November Autumn Court Dinner, Vintners’ Hall, 68 Upper Thames Street EC4V 3BG.
Our annual awards to horticultural students will be presented. The speaker will be Richard
Harrison, our Nuffield Scholar.
19th December Tradescant Lunch Coopers’ Hall, 13 Devonshire Square
EC2M 4TH (Court only).
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19th December Christmas Carol Service, St Stephen Walbrook EC4N 8BN. Join us for
our annual Carol Service in this beautiful candle-lit church in the late afternoon. Light
refreshments will be served after the service. Children very welcome.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2019
23rd January 2019 90th Birthday luncheon at the RAC Club 89, Pall Mall SW1Y 5HS for
SPM David Longman, Father of the Company. (Court and partners).
15th February 2019 Mansion House Banquet, Walbrook EC4N 8BH. One of the
highlights of the Company year in the splendour of the Lord Mayor’s home. Noted soprano
Liveryman Charlotte de Rothschild will sing.

The Master, a shepherdess rumoured to be Assistant Helen Knight
and Past Master Paul Rochford prepare for their task.

22nd-24th February 2019 Gardens and Orchids Weekend in Jersey. The long weekend
will include a Reception and Dinner at Government House at which the Lt. Governor and
Lady Dalton will be present. Also there will be members of other Liveries living in the
Channel Islands.
22nd-27th March 2019 Gardens and Cultural Tour of Galicia. A four-day tour staying in
beautiful, luxury paradores in Pontevedra and Santiago while exploring the gardens, cities
and historical sites of Galicia.
4th April 2019 Spring Court Dinner, Apothecaries’ Hall, Blackfriars’ Lane EC4V 6EJ. The
Prince Edward Award for Horticultural Excellence will be presented.
30th April 2019 Reception in Leathersellers’ Hall, 7 St Helen’s Place EC3A 6AB. This
extraordinary hall was rebuilt in 2016 on the ancient site of St Helen’s Convent.
11th May 2019 Visit to Exbury Gardens and Lunch, Exbury, Southampton SO45 1AZ.
Lunch in Exbury House, thanks to the generosity of Liveryman Charlotte de Rothschild.
Exbury Gardens are celebrating their 100th anniversary.
11th May 2019 Visit to Exbury Gardens and Tea, Exbury, Southampton SO45 1AZ.
16th-19th May 2019 Chantilly Flower Show.The Master will present the Gardeners’
Company trophy at this unique French event. (Invited guests only).
21st May 2019 Chelsea Supper, Farmers’ Club, 3 Whitehall Court SW1A 2EL. For those
of the Company associated with the Chelsea Flower Show.

THE MASTER SHEPHERDS HER FLOCK
The Master and six Freemen of the City exercised their ancient
privilege of driving sheep over London Bridge in September.
Liveryman Alan Titchmarsh was also one of more than 600 Freemen
and 30 Bedfordshire sheep who took part
(photographs by Stephen Bernhard).

4th June 2019 The Fairchild Lecture, St Giles’ Cripplegate Church, Fore Street EC2Y 8DA
followed by supper at the Osteria, Barbican.
21st June 2019 Hampshire Day. A tour of gardens, a pub lunch, a guided tour of a
beautiful garden in Crawley near Winchester, followed by tea with Liveryman
Tara Holland Prior.
4th July 2019 Installation Court Dinner. Venue to be confirmed.
Dates correct at time of going to press

THE PIVOTAL ROLE OF THE
GARDEN REVEALED
This year’s Fairchild Lecture was held at St Giles, Cripplegate,
on 15th May
Our Fairchild lecturer, the Reverend and Worshipful Justin Gau,
chose ‘The Wonderful Works of God in Creation’ as the subject of
his address.
He started by wittily disabusing us of any notion that he had been
invited by the Master, his former pupil-master, on the basis of any
horticultural knowledge or talent.
Going on with great erudition, he explored the pivotal role of
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The Master uses her shepherd’s crook to discipline an errant Upper
Warden (Heather Barrett-Mold).

The Master with shepherdess and sheep.

gardens in the Bible itself – not just Eden, but also Gethsemane,
then the garden Tomb at Calvary, and finally the garden imagery
of the new Jerusalem of St John’s Revelation – as the places where
God’s wonderful works, culminating in the men and women of
humankind, are fully revealed to us.
At the conclusion of the lecture the Master deftly presented the
lecturer with the customary, if symbolic, payment of 20 shillings,
which with equal deftness he retrieved for use next year.
With the thanks of the assembled company to our hosts at St Giles
Cripplegate, especially the Rev. Katharine Rumens, Rector, the
evening concluded with a most delicious buffet supper in the
church itself.
Report by Richard Capewell
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THERE ARE REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL

ON A SLOW BOAT TO KEW GARDENS

Robert Howard’s View from the City

In June Master David Green led a trip to Kew Gardens, travelling by
boat from Westminster Pier.

When investors are more uncomfortable about the investment
outlook, they tend to require additional compensation to hold
equities. This is represented by a higher equity risk premia or lower
earnings multiple - in essence, a cheaper valuation. It is something
that we’ve seen happening this year.

On a glorious sunny day, lunch was taken at the Botanical
Restaurant before Liveryman Richard Barley, Kew’s Director of
Horticulture, gave the group a behind-the-scenes tour of the Tropical
Nursery where Kew holds immense living collections of orchids,
bromeliads, nepenthes, aloes, cacti etc.

We began 2018 on the back of a year of exceptionally good
investment returns across pretty much every asset class, and with
much lower volatility than normal. As a result, investors received
exceptionally good risk-adjusted returns in 2017.
However, the environment abruptly changed after the release of
the US Employment Report on 2nd February. The report highlighted
the firmest wage growth for a long time. We saw a big sell-off in
the bond market on fears over higher inflation and the risk that the
Federal Reserve would tighten monetary policy more aggressively
than previously anticipated.
Tom Gough: the history of our Company in words and music.

TOM LECTURES AT THE LINNEAN SOCIETY
SPM and Almoner Tom Gough is presenting the Linnean Society of
London’s Christmas Lecture on 13th December on the subject of our
beloved Company. All are invited.
The lecture will include highlights from the history of the Gardeners,
starting in 1345 when a group of well-meaning men formed the
Fraternity of Gardeners and banged on the doors of St Paul’s
Cathedral to ask for a little land to trade on so they could improve
the quality of produce that was being sold in the City of London.
It will cover the eventual granting of our Royal Charter in 1605
and some of the exciting events that followed and continue to
occur in the life of this very active Company. It will include stories
and illustrations of the many bouquets for Royal weddings and
Coronations that the Gardeners have had the honour of presenting.
The lecture is occasionally accompanied by music from the era
about which Tom is speaking.
The lecture starts at 6pm and admission is free. The venue is the
Linnean Society of London, Burlington House, Piccadilly W1J 0BF.
Book your ticket at events@linnean.org or on 02074344479.
Doors will open at 5.30pm when tea will be served in the Library.
The lecture will be followed by a white wine reception.

A walk down the newly laid–out Great Broad Walk Borders – the
longest double herbaceous borders in the world – followed.

Jolly boating weather: Gardeners cruise past the
Palace of Westminster.

This led to a substantial correction in equities as one of the valuation
props of the equity market – low bond yields – fell away. However,
bonds then rallied, as they were considered a safer bet than equities,
and they have been pretty well-behaved ever since as fears over
inflation have subsided. Despite this, the stock market remained on
the back foot as the volatility genie was out of the bottle.
Rising market volatility has been the prism through which perceptions
of the financial market outlook have been formed – sometimes
unhelpfully. Here’s a case in point: just before the Employment
Report, record quarterly financial results were reported by Apple,
Alphabet and Amazon. However, after the steep falls in equities
in early February, these results were subsequently characterized
as “mixed”. This highlights the tendency of the media to create
negative narratives when stock markets fall prey to selling pressure.

Gardeners enjoy the view across to the Palm House.

This is what’s known in the business as confirmation bias and is most
keenly felt in the context of geopolitics, where commentary on the
Middle East, the West’s relations with Russia, Trump’s trade policies
and Eurozone politics have all been cited as reasons for recent
market weakness.
Whilst some of this is plausible, there is also a sense that what we’re
seeing this year is a reversion to the mean. Things tend to fluctuate
either side of the long-term average. Last year saw above average
returns, with below average volatility; so far this year, we’ve had
sub-par returns with more normal levels of market volatility. This
suggests we should take last year and this year together, without
overthinking whether things have fundamentally changed over the
course of 2018.
However, what we do know is that over the last 18 months we’ve
had the strongest, most synchronized global economic growth for
seven years, aligned to the strongest growth in corporate profits seen
since 2011. Developed world corporate profits are growing in the
mid-teens, with the US leading the way at 26% year-on-year.

Our Gallant Clerk makes his way though the jungle.

So why all the gloom? Well, we’ve had the second-longest US
economic expansion on record and commentators are now saying
that we are in a late-cycle environment, which means that the next
downturn is just around the corner. This narrative needs to be tested.
Cycles don’t die of old age but end because of overheating – too
much froth in the economy or too much exuberance in markets.

Robert Howard
www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

Gardeners then strolled through the steamy Palm House and visited
the Temperate House, reopened this year after a five-year
restoration project.

We’re not sure that currently the global economy is running too
hot – inflation is generally at or below levels central banks would
like to see and whilst markets are at high levels, valuations are less
demanding and we’re not sure that there is the type of euphoria
which generally characterises markets before a prolonged downturn.

BRIGHTEN UP YOUR BUTTONHOLES
The Master has sponsored a range of hand-made Company Buttons,
commissioned from a Jersey craftswoman, with all proceeds to go
towards our Future Gardeners project.
This a chance to brighten up your buttonholes, blouses and shirts
while proclaiming your allegiance to our Company.
Richard Barley describes some of Kew’s treasures

They will be on sale at events only. There are two sizes, large £15,
small £10, and they come with a bag.
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FROM BATTLEFIELDS TO BUTTERFLIES
Battlefields to Butterflies is a commemorative project led by the Royal
Parks Guild and based on a concept developed by Liveryman and
Chairman of the Guild, Mike Fitt.
The first First World War garden linked to the project was launched
at Guildhall Yard on 14th March this year, in collaboration with the
Army Benevolent Fund and the Gardeners’ Company. Featured in
the Spring Spade, it marked the occasion of the ABF’s annual fundraising event, ‘The Big Curry Lunch’.
It was designed by garden designer Gianna Utilini who used the
paintings of war artist Paul Nash as inspiration.
Here Mike describes the remarkable Battlefields to Butterflies project
and the build-up to a very special garden at the Hampton Court
Palace Flower Show in July.

John Brunel Cohen: “It was pleasing and awesome”.

JOHN, OUR VERY OWN TRUE
ENGLISHMAN
SPM John Brunel Cohen describes a surprise event earlier this year…
“On the 23rd April I was invited to the annual St George’s Day Club
Luncheon at Grosvenor House, Park Lane.
“The Club was formed for charitable purposes and each year
chooses a person to be ‘The True Englishman of the Year’ and for
2018 the committee chose me! It is a very prestigious award and my
predecessors are persons of considerable fame and renown.
“After an excellent lunch at which many large joints of the ‘Roast
Beef of old England’ were prepared with great ceremony, the toasts
and speeches took place.
“My predecessor, Graham Gooch, presented me with a fine pewter
statue of St. George and the Dragon which was very heavy.
“The President, a Royal Marine General whom I knew well, then
introduced me at some length. I replied with my thanks and a couple
of anecdotes which took four minutes.
“When I had finished, an amazing thing happened. Every member
of that large assembly stood up, cheered and applauded me for
three minutes!
“Nothing like this reception has ever occurred in my long life – It
was pleasing and awesome.”
Regular readers will remember that three years ago John was
presented with the Legion d’Honneur by French Veterans Minister
Jean-Marc Todeschini at the French Ambassador’s residence
in Kensington.
This was part of an initiative by President Hollande to recognise the
contribution of all surviving veterans of the liberation of France.
On D Day John, who is Number Two in terms of Gardeners’ livery
seniority, was a 21-year-old Lieutenant in the Royal Marines in
charge of a back-up force of eight boats and 45 marines.
www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

The aim is to to remember the 24 Royal Parks men along with all
parks, gardens and grounds staff from across the UK and its allies
who lost their lives during the First World War. Central to the project
is an intergenerational initiative, with the Royal Parks Guild and
Royal Parks working in partnership with the Royal Hospital Chelsea
to bring together Chelsea Pensioners and horticultural apprentices
and trainees (students) from various organisations, including The
Royal Parks, Historic Royal Palaces, the Worshipful Company of
Gardeners, National Trust, City of London and English Heritage, to
exchange horticultural and life skills.
Battlefields to Butterflies is volunteer-led with funding and in-kind
support donated by various organisations and it is run by the Royal
Parks Guild. The project runs alongside the Royal Parks/Royal Parks
Guild partnership programme ‘The Role of the Royal Parks in
World War One’.
Two workshops, attended by 30 students, were held at the Royal
Hospital Chelsea, incorporating lectures with guest experts and
practical sessions in February and May 2018 with a third held
at Hampton Court Palace Flower Show in June, prior to the show
opening which gave the students the opportunity to see how such
shows are put together.
During the practical sessions, the Chelsea Pensioners worked with
the students to cover horticultural skills, exchange advice and share
memories – with one session involving a pottery class to produce
ceramics moulded into First World War artefacts, another to sow
and pot up plants for the Hampton Court Flower Show.
The garden aimed to reflect how nature’s healing powers and the
passage of time recover and transform a damaged landscape –
beginning with the ugly desolate landscapes of the trenches and
ending with a landscape restored to meadows and woodland,
realised in a tranquil display of wildflowers and trees.
During the show the students took on the role of guides and
stewards, explaining to visitors the purpose of the garden and its
link with the First World War. This included the WCOG apprentices,
Future Gardener graduates and and members of the WCOG student
Alumni. Over 25,000 visitors walked through the ‘trench experience’
and more than 1,000 people signed the books of remembrance laid
out at the exit, many recording their thoughts and saying what a
moving experience it had been.
One of the Future Gardener students who took part as a steward
on the feature garden said: “Not only did I benefit as a horticulture
student from attending one of the most prestigious flower shows
in the world but I also discovered how we can convey important
messages through the use of plants and design. Ultimately, our
green spaces can soothe, comfort and remind us of the constant
regeneration of life and perhaps in our turbulent world, this is why I
love to garden and have chosen a career in horticulture”.

The Hampton Court garden with First World War soldier.
The feature garden was based on the words and paintings of First
World War artist Major Sir William Orpen and the garden aimed to
reflect the horrors he witnessed first-hand in contrast with the ability
of nature to restore itself which he observed upon returning to the
battlefield six months later.

Chelsea Pensioners and a Yeoman Warder.

The specially dedicated plaque to the Royal Parks men along with
all those parks, gardens and grounds staff who lost their lives was
unveiled at the garden, before its eventual transfer to a permanent
location in Brompton Cemetery (managed by the Royal Parks).
To bring the exhibit to life for the preview day, members of the 10th
Essex Living History Group wearing their First World War military
uniforms, posed in the trench together with Chelsea Pensioners, Ray
Pearson and Rick Graham, and a Yeoman Warder from the Tower
of London. Afterwards the memorial stone, placed at the end of the
“journey” through the trench, was dedicated by Canon Anthony
Howe, Chaplain to the Chapel Royal, Hampton Court Palace.
The Royal Parks staff listed on the memorial came from across The
Royal Parks currently managed by the Royal Parks charity as well as
from Hampton Court Palace gardens and Osborne House gardens
Isle of Wight – all previously managed by the Royal Parks during the
time of the First World War.

Apprentices in the trench: 25,000 visitors walked through during
the show.
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HARVEST FESTIVAL AND THE ARMISTICE

THE GLORIES OF ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL

This year the Harvest Festival was held at St Vedast alias Foster.
The original church was founded before 1308 and was extensively
repaired in the 17th Century, although it wasn’t completely
destroyed in the Great Fire. Christopher Wren’s office directed the
substantial reconstruction.

Our new Master’s first Company outing took us on 18th July to St
Paul’s Cathedral for a detailed and fascinating tour of this familiar
City landmark.
Led by our extremely knowledgeable guide Janet and her colleague
Ann, we covered a great deal of ground and discovered a huge
amount of history.

The three-tiered spire is one of the most baroque spires in the City
of London. Added in 1709, it is possibly the work of Nicholas
Hawksmoor. The church was also gutted by firebombs in the Blitz;
only the walls, tower and steeple survived.

Sir Christopher Wren, at whose tomb we paid due reverence, had
begun work in 1661 on repair work to what is known as ‘Old St
Paul’s’, started in 1087 and the fourth cathedral of this name
on the site.

The theme the Master has chosen for her year is the Armistice and
we were very privileged to have Lt General Sir William Rollo KCB,
CBE Commissioner of the War Graves Commission to speak to us.

St Vedast alias Foster, another of the City’s gems
(photograph by John Gilbert).

He spoke about the Foundation and what the Commission does,
which is looking after the mortal remains of the Commonwealth
war dead in two world wars. Before that the dead were thrown
into pits on the battlefield unless they were exceptionally wealthy
or distinguished. This war was different. It could be heard if you
lived in South East England and seen in the trainloads of wounded
coming into London; it was not acceptable for bodies to go into
unmarked graves. In 1917 the Imperial War Graves Commission
was established.

In Africa and Asia no pesticides are used as labour is cheap but in
Europe agrochemicals are used as the Commission is trying to save
the public purse which is unlikely to increase substantially. Climate
change and trees dying all have to be taken into consideration.
Sir William closed his speech by saying he hoped he had
established some of the linkages which he mentioned at the start
of his address.
After the service we adjourned to the top of the nearby Grange
Hotel for a delicious lunch and a magnificent view over the city.
Report by Kate Jones
The full text of Lt. General Sir William’s address is available on the
News page of the Company website

www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

Wren, already busy designing and building new replacement
churches across the City, was assigned the task of creating a suitably
splendid replacement. By cathedral-building standards it didn’t take
him long. The new St Paul’s was consecrated in 1697 and regular
worship began immediately, although construction work continued
for several years.

Our enthusiastic guide pointed out William Holman Hunt’s striking
copy of his painting The Light of the World, the original of which
hangs in Keble College, Oxford and, in the north choir aisle, the
wonderful limestone sculpture of the Madonna and Child by Henry
Moore, carved in 1943 and placed by the artist in the perfect spot.
An unexpected pleasure was the intricate and beautiful Altar Frontal
displayed by the cathedral to commemorate the centenary of the
end of the First World War. It was created by 138 soldiers from the
UK, Australia, Canada and South Africa, each contributing small
sections, which were then stitched together at the Royal School of
Needlework. It was commissioned especially for the national service
of thanksgiving in July 1919, attended by King George V.

The Commission looks after 1.7 million memorials in 23,000
locations in more than 150 countries; just under half are in France
and Belgium.

The planting was to reflect on the country of origin, such as roses for
Britain, conifer trees for the Canadians and oaks from South Africa.
Visitors must be able to read the inscriptions from six feet away
without the planting obscuring them.

Report by John Gilbert, photographs by Stephen Bernhard

The cathedral, of course, is full of memories and fine things – the
carvings of Grinling Gibbons, for instance, the fantastical ironwork
of Huguenot Jean Tijou (whose work, recently restored, also survives
at the end of Hampton Court Privy Garden, fronting the Thames).

Individual headstones would record their name, rank number and
regiment and relatives could add a limited number of inscriptions. If
the body wasn’t found inscriptions were added to a memorial where
they had been fighting.

Arthur Hill, Assistant Director of Kew, was asked to advise on
planting in 1915. Edwin Lutyens was one of three principal
architects involved and Gertrude Jekyll submitted planting designs
although it is now believed her ideas were not implemented.

Our tour ended in time to attend Evensong and the day concluded
with a lively early supper at a restaurant in St Paul’s Churchyard.

This preparatory work was eclipsed in 1666 when the old building,
which had survived nearly 600 turbulent years, including the
Reformation, the Civil War and the Commonwealth, was completely
gutted in the Great Fire of London.

There was a very good attendance and the Reverend Paul Kennedy
led the service which included a beautiful Organ Meditation,
George Thalben-Ball’s ‘Elegy’ played by Joseph Rammadan, and
rousing hymns.
Lt. General Sir William opened his address by saying that we might
all be wondering why at a service celebrating the gathering of the
Harvest a retired general was addressing us. He said he would try
to answer that question.

The Duke is actually buried below, next to Lord Nelson, in the Crypt
which contains more than 200 memorials and burials.
Christopher Wren was the first person to be interred there, in 1723.
On the wall above his tomb is written: Lector, si monumentum
requiris, circumspice (Reader, if you seek his monument, look around
you). Which has to be one of the best epitaphs ever written.

Gordon Denney, centre, with the Master and SPM David Longman.

SPM GORDON DENNEY CELEBRATES
On the 21st September a group of friends celebrated Gordon
Denney’s 90th birthday by going down to East Clandon near
Guildford in Surrey for a celebratory lunch with him.
Almoner and Senior Past Master Tom Gough arranged a large
table at the Queen’s Head and the guests were greeted with a
glass of fizz followed by a delicious lunch ordered from the menu
individually during the reception.
The father of the Company, David Longman, and the Master were
joined by Upper Warden Heather Barret-Mold, Tom Gough, SPM
Peter Franklin and Genia Franklin, SPM David Gollin, SPM Rod
Petty, SPM Louise Robinson, and Alan and Diane Wiltshire. Alan
provided a special 90th Birthday cake and Diane produced some
delightful flowers for the table.
After blowing out the candles on the cake, there followed a short
speech of congratulations by the Master. Gordon replied with
grateful thanks for the very kind thoughts and the splendid lunch,
during which he described some of the highlights of his year as
Master in 1989.

The War saw countless lives lost across Europe, as well as many
men returning home severely injured, physically and mentally.
Hospitals around the UK took in the men from all the allied countries
as they recovered and recuperated.

St Paul’s: full of memories and fine things.

Of the many forms of rehabilitation, embroidery was seen as a good
way of reducing the effects of shell shock, owing to its intricacy and
need for concentration and a steady hand. A beautifully illuminated
book contains the handwritten names of every man who worked on
the frontal, together with the names of their regiments and hospitals.
When complete, the altar frontal was used on the Cathedral’s high
altar and would remain in use long after the War. However, its
fortunes changed in the next World War, when German bombs
destroyed the high altar. Luckily, the frontal survived the Blitz, but
the restoration of the Cathedral saw a new high altar and the First
World War frontal was no longer used.
In 2013 it was decided that the altar frontal would be employed
again as the centrepiece and focal point of the Cathedral’s First
World War commemorations. It made its way to the Cathedral
broderers, who set about restoring it to its original glory.
The largest monument in the cathedral is that to the Duke of
Wellington by Alfred Stevens.

The beautiful altar frontal created by Commonwealth soldiers in
1919.
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EPPING FOREST AND COPPED HALL VISIT
In September the Master led a day’s excursion to Epping Forest and
Copped Hall. Mary Cole-Adams reports
The history, extent and complexity of Epping Forest - a site of Special
Scientific Interest - was explained in an excellent introduction by Paul
Thompson, its Superintendent. He outlined the historic battles to settle
the boundaries of the forest and the statutory duties undertaken by
the Corporation of the City of London.

Geoff Sinclair guides Gardeners through the forest.

The fight to preserve it, involving Robert Hunter and Octavia Hill,
and its place as Britain’s first national park and inspiration for the
National Trust and Green Belt, were further discussed by Paul when
he joined us for lunch in the Butlers Retreat – formerly a temperance
hostel. Historically the forest was a venue for open air non-conformist
meetings and political rallies.
During the guided walk a range of operational issues and problems
was discussed with the engaging and expert Operations Manager
Geoff Sinclair. These included traditional management techniques of
cattle grazing and pollarding, the design and cost of litter bins and
signage and footpath services.

The Master presents Geoff with the Gardeners’ Plaque to
commemorate the Company visit.

GET TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE CITY
City Briefings are held regularly at Guildhall and are aimed
particularly at new Liverymen and Freemen. Partners are also
welcome, as are Court Assistants and Liverymen of longer standing
who have not previously been to a briefing.

Geoff explained the tension that existed between providing such
services, keeping the natural aspect and diversity of the site and
managing the risk of fire to protect the huge oak trees which would
have been there when Queen Elizabeth 1 hunted in the forest. Under
one such tree we encountered Andy Froud (son of Assistant Ron
Froud), an ecologist and bio-diversity officer who expanded on the
two key issues for oaks at this time: oak processionary moth and
acute oak decline. Andy and his colleagues assess 600 oak
trees a year.

Although hollowed out it remains in seeming good health and
illustrates the resilience of these ancient trees. The threat of fire
was made real by the Wanstead fire in July this year. During the
summer there were 10 fires per day in the forest – largely caused
by unattended barbecues. Public neglect was seen in an area of fly
tipping. Ten per cent of the operations budget is consumed by
waste management.
A short drive brought us to Copped Hall and its 30-acre gardens
surrounded by 800 acres of parkland purchased by the City to
further its conservation of Epping Forest, the restoration of parkland
and re-introduction of animals and preservation of wild life.
We were greeted and given a tour of the house and garden by Alan
Cox – Chairman extraordinaire of the Copped Hall Trust, formed
in 1995 to save the heavily vandalised and overgrown Georgian
house and garden whose deterioration started with a fire in 1917.
Our group was stunned by the work so far undertaken by the Trust
and what remains to be done.
The Capability Brown park has been cleared of sycamore and
brambles and replanted. The 1897 Winter Garden is being
restored. A delightful mixed border in front of a wall built in 1745
appeared to mark the boundary of the garden. Passing through a
small door we had a sense of discovering a ‘secret garden’ one
of the largest walled kitchen gardens in Essex, beautifully restored
by the Trust. This and the final walk past the remnants of the Tudor
house and garden ended the day on a magical note.
Photographs by Stephen Bernhard and John Gilbert

Tom Willingale was a leading local campaigner against enclosure
and defender of the ancient right to harvest wood in the forest.

Another oak of interest was one which had survived being set on fire
by a visitor who had decided to smoke out a hornets’ nest.

They give a short introduction to the work of the Corporation,
especially the relationship with the livery companies. The
presentation is given by an Assistant Town Clerk and a member of
the Livery Committee. There is opportunity to ask questions of the
speakers and the briefing is followed by a light finger buffet, which
provides the chance to mix with other Liverymen and Freemen.
The venue is Livery Hall, 71 Basinghall Street, Guildhall, London
EC2V 5DH
Four briefings will be held next year
Tuesday 5th February 2019
Wednesday 15th May 2019
Monday 21st October 2019
Tuesday 19th November 2019
Programme and timings
5.00pm - registration, tea/coffee served
5.30pm - Welcome: Vicky Russell, Chairman of the Livery Committee
5.40pm - Livery companies, their membership, and activities: Paul
Jagger, The Worshipful Company of Information Technologists
6.00pm - The role of the City of London Corporation: Simon
Murrells, Livery Committee Manager, Town Clerk’s Department
6.15pm - The Freedom of the City of London: Murray Craig, Clerk to
the Chamberlain’s Court
6.35pm - Panel discussion with Q and A
6.45pm - On being an Alderman, Sheriff and Lord Mayor:
Alderman Sir Andrew Parmley
7.00pm - Closing remarks: Chairman of the Livery Committee
7.05pm - Drinks Reception
8.00pm - End
Details from our Clerk or www.liverycommitteecourses.org
www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

The View, the Forest Visitor Centre, reproduced a number of
posters from the campaign which led to the Epping Forest Act of
1878, the legislation which saved the forest for posterity. The
famous couplet “When Adam delved and Eve span” etc. was the
rallying cry of radical priest John Ball during the Peasants’
Revolt of 1381.

Gardeners gather in front of Copped Hall.

The Master’s party in the huge walled kitchen garden.

Much work has been done inside the building but there is much
still to do…

Restoration work under way on the conservatory.
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Best Large Display: 1-5 London Wall Buildings

The Future Gardeners graduates with project Manager Louisa Mansfield (fourth from right) and Gardeners’ Company
Past Master Paul Rochford (fifth from right).

THE GARDENERS OF THE FUTURE

THE BIG SKIES OF NORTH NORFOLK

Eleven more enthusiastic new Future Gardeners have graduated
from the special courses run by Bankside Open Spaces Trust,
supported by the Gardeners’ Company.

Master David Green’s penultimate outing was to North Norfolk in
June. Fiona Garnett reports

The scheme delivers horticultural training to people, most from
Southwark and surrounding boroughs, who would not otherwise
be able to access it. Many are long-term unemployed or have
faced other serious challenges such as mental health issues. Future
Gardeners exists to boost people’s confidence and skills, and to give
them training and employment opportunities.
Seventy two per cent of horticultural businesses say they struggle
to find skilled workers, with 10% of vacancies taking a year to fill
(Horticulture Matters, 2014). The industry is worth £9 billion to the
UK economy so getting people into this area of work is vital.
Future Gardeners work towards a City and Guilds qualification,
receive talks from people in the industry and help with job
applications. Horticulture is a wide and varied sector and the
scheme is not simply about growing gardeners but also grounds
people, landscapers, nursery workers and parks and heritage
garden keepers to name but a few roles.
One course participant said: “I’m very glad I had the opportunity to
participate and complete it. It is a boost to my confidence and gave
me purpose and reason, motivation to continue and improve”.

The way to first experience Norfolk is to stay on the North Coast,
famous for its big skies and sandy beaches. The Company lodged
at the comfortable Victoria Inn at the entrance to the Holkam Estate
near Wells-next-the-Sea.
The inn was built in the local style in 1837 and constructed of
flint. It has a view across the marsh towards the sea and is now a
comfortable hotel with excellent dining.

THANKS FOR THOSE MOMENTS OF JOY
On a most appropriate bright sunny morning in October, the award
ceremony took place for the winners of the Flowers in the City
Summer Campaign in the elegant setting of the Mansion House.
Helen Knight reports…
Winners and judges were welcomed in the Salon by the Lady
Mayoress, Mrs Samantha Bowman, who described the impact
attending an earlier Flowers in the City ceremony had had on her.
“I am particularly pleased to be at this event,” she said, “because
I well remember the awards back in 2015 at the start of Charles’
shrieval year, when it was the first event I attended as a consort.
“Before the awards, I had completely taken the green spaces for
granted. After the event I watched the patch outside our flat in the

“I used to look at the people who would come and sit and eat their
sandwiches on the benches beside it and wonder if they were even
conscious of why they had chosen that place to be – or whether they
were just drawn there because of the serenity and tranquillity that
that space offered.
“So may I thank all the Flowers in the City participants for bringing
us such moments of joy?”
Chairman of the Flowers in the City Committee, Senior Past Master
Nick Evans, announced the award winners who were presented with
their trophies by the Lady Mayoress. The summer competition has a
total of 15 trophies, the awards ranging from the Best Small display
to the Best Large Garden as well as Skyline and Indoor displays.

The presentations ended with a convivial lunch for the winners and
the judges at The Counting House, a traditional City pub. A number
of prospective judges were present to introduce them to the scheme.
Past Master Nicholas Evans rose to thank two Committee members in
particular, Marjorie Dowbiggin, Honorary Secretary, and Ron Froud
who had an outstanding knowledge of the City’s floral landscape.

A garden full of interesting plants in enclosed and linked gardens
with a sense of fun, entertainment and showmanship.
The second morning started with a boat trip to see the seals from
Morston Quay. Both Common and Grey seals breed on the Norfolk
Coast and have been looking back at boat visitors, whilst lolling on
sand banks, for decades.

THE SUMMER COMPETITION WINNERS

The day continued with a visit to Holkam to see the private arboretum
next to the Hall and the walled garden, in the knowledgeable
company of the Head Gardener.

Best Small Display: Shaws Booksellers, 31-34 St Andrew’s Hill.
Best Medium Display: The Liberty Bounds, 15 Trinity Square.
Best Large Display:1-5 London Wall Buildings.
Best Enclosed Courtyard: Friary Court, 65 Crutched Friars.
Best Small Garden: Master’s Garden, Temple.
Howard Trophy for Best Large Garden: Nomura, 1 Angel Lane.
James Miller Trophy: Crowne Plaza London, 19 New Bridge Street.
Edward Wright Trophy for Best Floral Street: Finsbury Circus.
Master’s Special Award: 1 Finsbury Circus.
Livery Hall Trophy: Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton Avenue.
Dick Balfour Trophy: Cutlers’ Hall, 4 Warwick Lane.
Reception Area Trophy: Four Seasons Hotel London, 10 Trinity Sq.
Luder Trophy: Seething Lane.
Skyline Trophy: Cannon Bridge House, 1 Cousin Lane.
Best Indoor Garden: Sky Garden, 20 Fenchurch Street.

We were then able to explore this delightful garden with views out
across parkland grazed by a glossy herd of Red Sussex cattle.
And no, Norfolk is not flat but generously undulating and for the
Company visit, non-stop sunshine.

www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

Old Bailey change season upon season and the huge amount of
work that went in to its up-keep.

The Master, Margaret Holland Prior, thanked the Lady Mayoress for
her generous hospitality and reminded those present that the Flowers
in the City campaign owed a huge debt to Fred Cleary who had set
up the competition post war to brighten up the City still blighted with
bombed-out sites.

The first garden we visited was East Ruston Old Vicarage, north of
Norwich. A tour full of humour and insight by one of the owners
Alan Gray, left us marveling at how much could be achieved with
good windbreaks and making the most of borrowed landscape.

Day three was a visit to Raveningham Hall, home of Sir Nicholas
Bacon, the current President of the Royal Horticultural Society.
The land agent gave us a warm welcome and an illuminating
introduction to the estate and garden and all that it achieves in
countryside stewardship and habitat creation around the Hall.

Raveningham Hall, home of Sir Nicholas Bacon.

Reception Area Trophy: Four Seasons Hotel London

Skyline Trophy: Cannon Bridge House

Photographs by Michael Warren
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WELCOME TO NEW LIVERYMEN

SUSAN MEDWAY

GORDON SEABRIGHT

Sue is Director of the Chelsea Physic Garden. She spent nearly 25
years working for the National Trust at gardens including Uppark,
Chartwell, Sheffield Park, Stowe and Sissinghurst.

Gordon is Chief Executive of the Eden Project where he has invested
heavily in the quality of the gardens, including a new Western
Australian Garden, an Orchid House in the Rainforest Biome, Eden’s
first National Collection (Kniphofia) and the introduction of the
National Wildflower Centre.

At Chelsea Physic she is focussed on plans for the Garden’s 350th
anniversary in 2023 and is involved in supporting professional
gardeners through the London Gardens Network.

He has introduced degree level courses in Horticulture and
Landscape Design and a horticultural apprenticeship scheme.
Full biographies of both these new Liverymen are available on the
Company website.

A HAPPY AND STIMULATING YEAR
IPM David Green reflects on his term of office
Several predecessors told me it would be busy, enjoyable,
rewarding and over in a flash. They were not wrong.
Anxiety that things should go well was allayed by the support of the
Wardens and the Court, the Clerking team, Mistress Gardener, the
wise counsel and encouragement of Past Masters and the generosity
of individuals.

sea. Our church services for Harvest and Fairchild were enriched by
sermons preached by old friends.
Variety and interest were guaranteed. I attended some 80 events,
including dinners at 13 livery halls; in the Marble Hall at Hatfield
House I chaired the committee selecting the garden for RHS Chelsea
as part of the Welwyn Garden City Centenary celebrations in 2020;
and I was delighted to award Prince Amyn Aga Khan the Honorary
Freedom of our Company.
For me and for Mistress Gardener, this was a most happy and
stimulating year. The only thing I will not miss is the steaming heat of
the Master’s gown in summer.

Highlights included our visit to Christ’s Hospital, a school like no
other, with the full band parade just for us; sublime Evensong in
Temple Church and dinner in Middle Temple Hall; the visit to north
Norfolk, the company of those who attended and the gardens at
East Ruston and Reveningham Hall; the Chantilly Show and behindthe-scenes visits to Kew and the new Royal Parks nursery.
A charity dinner in the Palace of Westminster raised £30,000
for Future Gardeners, continuing the support given by my three
predecessors and thanks to the sheer graft of the organising
committee. Future Gardeners trains individuals, often from
challenging backgrounds in the Southwark area, creating credible
candidates for horticultural apprenticeship. I presented certificates
to a cadre of trainees; several of them told me how the scheme had
changed their lives.
The more one learns about the City, its lore, workings and traditions,
the more one realises how much there is to absorb: the election of
the Lord Mayor; the spectacular United Guilds service at St Pauls;
the opening of the Remembrance garden in Guildhall yard; lunch
at the Old Bailey; the Red Cross Fayre and magnificent events at
Mansion House. I also presented prizes for Flowers in the City and
the London Children’s Flower Society.
Our dinners at Drapers’, Haberdashers’, and Goldsmiths’ halls
featured principal guests from the more interesting shores of the legal
www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

Sir David: variety and interest were guaranteed
(photograph by Michael Warren).

