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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
19th September Epping Forest and Copped Hall 
Gardens. Guided forest walk, lunch and tour of 
Copped Hall. Geoff Sinclair, Operations Manager 
Open Spaces, Corporation of London, will greet us 
as we arrive for coffee at the Information Centre at 8 
Ranger’s Road, E4 7QH from 10.00 hrs. 

After introductions and scene-setting, we will set off for 
our walk at about 10.40. Geoff will lead us through 
parts of this ancient, magical forest where Queen 
Boadicea had her camp.
 
We will return by 12 noon so there will be time to 
visit Queen Elizabeth Hunting Lodge, built in 1543 by 
Henry VIII, which was declared to be a World Heritage 
Site in 1954.

A buffet lunch will be enjoyed at Butler’s Retreat, to 
include a glass of wine and coffee.

We will leave at 14.00 for the short drive to Copped 
Hall to the east of the Forest. Copped Hall was the 
burnt-out shell of a fine Georgian mansion, now being 
restored. It is superbly sited on a ridge, overlooking its 
landscaped parkland. Trustee Alan Cox will greet us 
and we will have a tour of the House and look round 
the rescued gardens. Finally, a cup of tea and biscuits 
before we say our thanks and head for home.

30th September Sheep Drive over London Bridge. 
Come and enjoy seeing the ancient Privilege of 
Freemen of the City of London enacted. The Master 
and five Freemen will take part at 11.51 
(stage 4, South to North). 

Liveryman Alan Titchmarsh, as the guest of honour, sets the Drive off 
and it is in aid of the Lord Mayor’s Charities. Once we have driven 
our sheep we will go for an informal lunch where all are welcome to 
join us. Contact the Clerk by 25th September to book a lunch place.

2nd October Harvest Festival at St Vedas alias Foster, Foster Lane 
EC2V 6HH. This fascinating Christopher Wren church is dedicated 
to the French Saint Vedast and has had a chequered history, partially 
surviving the Great Fire of 1666 and being gutted during the Blitz. 
The speaker will be Lt. General Sir William Rollo, Commissioner of 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

The service will be followed by lunch at the Grange Hotel 10 
Godliman Street EC4V 5AJ.

18-21st October Weekend in Basel with our counterparts Den Zunft 
zu Gartnern. Three days exploring the gardens, museums and ancient 
streets of this medieval city on the Rhine. Its 12th-century Gothic 
cathedral has city views and contains the tomb of the 16th Century 
Dutch scholar, Erasmus. The city’s university houses some of Erasmus’ 
works.

27th October RHS Lecture, 80 Vincent Square SW1P 2PE. Dr James 
Wearn of Kew Science will talk about the flora around the French 
First World War battlefields. Andrew Fetherston, Archivist at the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, will discuss the planting of 
the French cemeteries.

8th November Autumn Court Dinner, Vintners’ Hall, 68 Upper Thames 
Street EC4V 3BG. The speaker will be Richard Harrison, our Nuffield 
Scholar, and our annual awards to horticultural students will be 
presented.

19th December Tradescant Lunch Coopers’ Hall, 13 Devonshire 
Square EC2M 4TH (Court only).

19th December Christmas Carol Service, St Stephen Walbrook EC4N 
8BN.

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR EARLY 2019
22-24th February Gardens and Orchids Weekend 
in Jersey. Escape the rigours of winter to the Master’s 
home territory. The weekend includes a reception at 
Government House followed by dinner in the presence 
of the Lt. Governor and Lady Dalton. Members of other 
Liveries living in the Channel Islands will also be present.

22-27th March Gardens and Cultural Tour of Galicia. 
A four-day tour staying in beautiful, luxury paradores in 
Pontevedra and Santiago while exploring the gardens, 
cities and historical sites of Galicia.
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CHANTILLY SHOW TINGED WITH SADNESS
A small party comprising the Master and his lady, the Upper 
Warden together with SPM Rod Petty and Carol met at St. 
Pancras International in May to travel by Eurostar to Paris. 
Thence to Chantilly by train to represent the Gardeners’ 
Company at Les Journées des Plantes and for the Master 
to present Le Prix de la Worshipful Company of Gardeners 
to “the person or persons who have made an exceptional 
contribution to the development of the show”.

Having established ourselves in our hotel, we made our way 
in the evening to the Palace of Chantilly to a dinner in the 
magnificent surroundings of the Picture Gallery. The dinner is 
attended by members of the Jury des Mérites which judges 
the exhibits of the show and is hosted by our newest Royal 
Freeman, Prince Amyn Aga Khan, who gave a gracious 
speech and introduced the Master.

The Master responded (in English) and announced the joint 
winners of this year’s prize, Daan Smit (until recently Curator 
of the Botanic Gardens of the Free University of Amsterdam 
who has served on the Jury des Mérites since its establishment 
at Courson in 1989) and his wife Inge, a highly experienced 
gardener herself. The Master then called upon SPM Petty to 
read out the scroll which was then presented to 
Daan and Inge.

The following day was the first show day staged in the 
beautiful surroundings of the Domaine de Chantilly enhanced 
by more than 200 stands showing plants of high quality as 
well as trade stands.

At midday the prize-giving began and the Master, speaking 
in French, presented the Gardeners’ Trophy to Daan and 
Inge Smit. This was followed by a lunch in a marquee beside 
the lake, attended by Prince Amyn and members of the Jury 
together with prizewinners - a truly international gathering 
and very enjoyable. Report by SPM Rodney Petty

OUR NEW MASTER IS INSTALLED
On a balmy summer’s evening, we met at Carpenters’ Hall 
to celebrate the installation of Margaret Prior as our new 
Master for the year. Rebuilt and reopened in 1960 having 
been largely destroyed during the Second World War, it is the 
third Carpenters’ Hall on this site. Its beautiful panelling and 
marquetry, from at least 18 different woods, are a spectacular 
showcase for their craft.

After drinks in the court rooms, we dined magnificently in 
the Livery Hall starting with a delicious honey-cured Scottish 
salmon, followed by Cornish beef and strawberry parfait 
(strawberry provenance unspecified). Senior Past Master Tom 
Gough entertained us on the piano during the evening and 
accompanied our singing. 

Stephen Crisp, as ever, created beautiful floral arrangements 
– lovely spherical bowls of bright, summery pinks and blues 
adorned the tables. As air conditioning was not part of the 
rebuilding, there was a distinct sigh of relief when gentlemen 
were informed they could remove their dinner jackets.

We were delighted to welcome the Master’s guests Jurat 
Anthony Olsen, Mrs Olsen, Master Needlemaker Colin Tiffin, 
and Anna Baker-Cresswell from HighGround, a charity which 
works with ex-military personnel to rehabilitate 
through gardening. 

The Master paid tribute to Sir David Green, congratulating 
him on his busy and interesting year of office and on his 
recent knighthood. She presented him with his Immediate Past 
Master’s Badge. He responded with the briefest of 
brief speeches! 

She also introduced new Liverymen who had been admitted 
at that afternoon’s Court: Joy Roscoe, Jean Baird, Sue 
Medway, John Mead, James Bromiley-Davis and Jeff Wood. 
We welcome them all.

Lady Mountevans proposed a toast to our guests to which 
Jurat Anthony Olsen graciously replied. He spoke very kindly 
of our new Master and reminded us of her connections with 
Jersey, which we are to visit during the year. 

The Master outlined her exciting and varied programme for 
the year including, alongside all our regular activities, trips 
to St. Paul’s, Epping Forest, Hampshire, Exbury, Basel and 
Galicia. We will certainly be busy and inspired by this rich 
and stimulating schedule. Report by Melissa Ashcombe. 
Photographs by Michael Warren.

  The new Master is sworn in at the afternoon Court meeting by the 
  Clerk, Major Jeremy Herrtage. 

  The floral creations by Stephen Crisp and his team were 
  much admired.

  The Prince of Wales Perpetual Challenge Trophy is presented to   
  Newton Rigg college student Alice Whysall-Price for commitment to 
  sustainable horticultural practice.

  The Master and the Master’s Steward – her daughter Liveryman 
  Tara Holland Prior.

Footnote: The event was tinged with some sadness owing to 
the absence of Patrice Fustier above, due to ill health. He, 
together with his wife Hélène, had initiated Les Journées des 
Plantes at the Domaine de Courson, which he had inherited 
from his father. Despite a crippling accident in the 1990’s 
he remained the figurehead of the show and oversaw the 
transition to Chantilly. Senior Past Master Peter Franklin led 
a Company visit to Courson in his year of office in 1998 and 
struck up a lasting friendship with Patrice which led to the 
Company’s close association.  Shortly after our return from 
the show we learned that Patrice had died and we send our 
deepest sympathy to Hélène and family. 

  The Master, HRH the Earl of Wessex, with special guests Patrice 
  and Hélène Fustier at our 2014 Spring Court Luncheon at Butchers’ 
  Hall (photograph by Michael Warren).

A CHANCE TO GIVE SOMETHING BACK
Dear Fellow Gardener,

We have recently joined the Livery Schools Link Volunteering 
Platform, which enables teachers and schools to put out 
requests for volunteers with ease and transparency. 

As we all know, our young people struggle to find careers 
they are interested in; as experienced business people, we 
can help by going into schools and maybe inspiring them to 
explore our career paths. Giving back is a big part of being a 
member of the Gardeners’ Company, so we are delighted to 
share this with you.
 
Are you interested in helping with…
Motivational Career Talks that inspire the next generation? 
Would you like to give a talk to a class or an entire year 
group on topics such as how you moved from education into 
work and share your unique career insights and advice?

Supporting Career Days at a school. This would mean having 
café conversations/speed networking in small groups, mock 
interviews and providing CV tips and advice.

Becoming a Governor: You can also find out about governor 

roles and how to get involved.

Livery Schools Link and their partners are promoting the 
platform to schools and teachers to encourage requests 
for volunteers. Once the requests come in, volunteers will 
be emailed about any matching opportunities they have 
registered an interest in.

We see this as an excellent initiative and would positively 
encourage your support. You can find out more on the Livery 
Schools Link website - https://www.liveryschoolslink.org.uk/
for-volunteers. You will clearly see where you can sign up and 
create your volunteering profile. 

It’s all about giving back and we all know that just a few 
hours a year can make all the difference.
Can I please ask you, as a first step, to sign up for this new 
initiative? The more Gardeners with business experience 
who are able to commit, the more we can begin to make a 
difference. To date we have three signed-up volunteers, can 
we make this 30?

If you have any questions or queries, do get in touch as I am 
the Company contact for this initiative.
Thank you. Sue Ireland
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DR HENRY J PEARSON OBE MA PHD
Henry was born in Cambridge and 
educated at The Perse School, growing 
up in a house that first fired his 
enthusiasm for gardening with many 
happy hours spent mowing lawns, 
digging ditches and reclaiming a 
riverside water meadow. 

He then attended Trinity College, 
Cambridge University where he 
gained a degree in mathematics and 
a doctorate in Environmental Fluid 
Mechanics. He then took up a position 
as a Research Fellow at the California 
Institute of Technology in Pasadena, Los 
Angeles before joining a small technical 
consultancy (Detica - now BAE Systems 
Applied Intelligence). 

He was involved in building the 
company up over 25 years in a series of 
management positions until returning to a 
full-time consulting role in 1999. He has 
run his own consultancy company 
since early 2007. 

In recent years, he has provided direct 
support to the Ministry of Defence at 
the highest levels and the UK National 
Cyber Security Centre, liaising with UK 
Universities on Cyber Security Research 
and education and advising foreign 
governments on Cyber Security Strategy.

Henry is married to Julia with five adult 
children and step-children.

BARBARA WOODTHORPE-BROWNE
Barbara nee Zwiauer was born in the 
forested mountains of the Southern Harz 
and grew up in East Germany. Her 
father, who perished in a Russian POW 
camp, had been trained as a landscape 
architect.

She came to the UK when she married 
Robert Woodthorpe Browne. Her first 
garden plus allotment was in Loughton. 
From 1975 she developed a one and a 
half acre garden in Worcestershire which 
she opened for the Yellow Book.

She studied garden design at nearby 
Pershore College and was for many 
years on the Committee, rising to Vice 
Chairman, of the Worcestershire branch 
of the Royal Forestry Society. She and 
Robert organised visits to the forests of 
her native Thuringia and to the Loire 
area of France.

Barbara meanwhile, from the nineties 
onwards was a member of the Coleherne 
Court Garden Management Committee, 
taking over the chair in 2010. Since this 
time the garden has been transformed 
and in 2016 won the President’s prize 
for the best garden in Kensington 
and Chelsea. 

Barbara has worked in the City and 
supported Robert, both when he was 
Master of the Lime Street Ward Club, 
and last year as Master of the Worshipful 
Company of World Traders.

WELCOME TO NEW 
LIVERYMEN

DR VIVIENNE COX CBE
Vivienne writes: It is a delight to become 
a member of the Worshipful Company 
of Gardeners. I am an aspiring amateur 
gardener and I look forward to learning 
from your wealth 
of experience. 

My passion for flowers and gardening 
came from my mother - she was an 
enthusiastic member of the British Wild 
Flower Society and would travel the 
country with a maiden aunt searching 
for rare flowers in bloom. I don’t do wild 
flowers but I love collecting and sowing 
seeds and working outside. 

We have 16 acres of land and I am in 
the middle of landscaping it, planting 
trees, digging a lake and finding local 
fruit varieties for the orchard (it must 
be added - with a lot of help!). It is so 
satisfying to see the ducks nesting by the 
lake for the first time.

My garden is the perfect antidote to my 
corporate life. I am the chairman of an 
international company based in Paris 
and a non-executive director on two 
UK and one Swedish company boards. 
Before that I spent 28 years working 
for BP. I travel a lot but fortunately my 
husband is good at watering 
the greenhouse!


