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MILLENNIUM SEED BANK WINS AWARD
The Grocers’ Hall was filled with gorgeous spring flowers for the
Spring Court Dinner held on Tuesday 4th April 2017. The beautiful
arrangements were the work of Liveryman Stephen Crisp and
his team.
During the course of the dinner the Master welcomed three new
Liverymen, Richard Barley, Professor Dame Henrietta Moore and
Lady Melissa Ashcombe. They had been admitted to the Livery at the
Court meeting earlier in the day.
The Master presented the Prince Edward Award for excellence
in horticultural development to Richard Barley on behalf of the
Millennium Seed Bank Partnership of Kew Botanic Gardens. The
seed bank was started in 2000 and now holds seeds for almost
all British plants. The aim is to provide safe storage for 25% of the
world’s bankable seeds by 2020.
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Assistant Clerk Nicky Herrtage is formally introduced to the Court ahead of the dinner.

He went on to talk about the work of another guest, David Shreeve,
who is involved with the fight against Dutch elm disease and the
reintroduction of disease resistant trees. Finally he welcomed the
guest speaker Sophie Churchill, who is the President of the Royal
Forestry Society and the Chair of the Tree Aid Charity.
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Sophie Churchill replied on behalf of the guests and thanked
the Master for a convivial evening. She first spoke about her
regeneration work with trees in the coal and clay pits in the
Midlands and went on the describe some of the work of Tree Aid in
the developing world.
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Tree Aid has been promoting good techniques for community based
forestry in the area south of the Sahara, which has both economic
and health benefits for communities. The charity has also been
involved with reforestation projects in valleys in Ethiopia and on
riverbanks in Ghana.

Clerk
Jeremy Herrtage
01730 815325
clerk@gardenerscompany.org.uk

The Gardeners’ Company
Ingrams
Ingram’s Green
Midhurst
West Sussex
GU29 0LJ
Welcome to the Spring Spade!
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Assistant Andrew Fisher Tomlin proposed the toast to the guests. He
welcomed the Master’s special guest Alderman Michael Mainelli
from Gresham College together with Oliver Wise, the Master
Grocer, Roderick Kent, the Master Pewterer, Dame Elizabeth
Fradd, the Master Needlemaker and Philip Morrish, the Master
Environmental Cleaner.

The Master holds forth during the Spring Court meeting.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2017
18th-21st May Courson/Chantilly Flower Show (the Master and invited guests only)
23rd May Chelsea Supper (for members who participate in or are associated with the
Chelsea Flower Show)
28th May - 4th June Master’s visit to the USA focusing on the Du Pont gardens in
Delaware and Pennsylvania, ending in Philadelphia, America’s first UNESCO World
Heritage City where we shall visit pop-up gardens and urban regeneration projects as
guests of the Philadelphia Horticultural Society
6th June The Fairchild Lecture at St Giles, Cripplegate and afterwards at Girdlers’ Hall,
Basinghall Avenue EC2V 5DD
28th June Master’s Farewell Party, more information to follow
4th July Installation Court Dinner Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton Avenue, London, EC2N
2DQ. The start of our year to celebrate the Installation of the new Master and present the
Prince of Wales Award.
Dates correct at time of publication.

The Master thanked Sophie Churchill. He has been raising money
for the Tree Aid since 2004 through sponsored climbs and walks. He
was mindful that this was his last dinner speech as Master and spoke
of the importance of legacies. In particular he mentioned the legacy
of the Queen Elizabeth Park post the Olympics and the legacy left
by Capability Brown at Gatton Park, both of which the Company
has visited.
How towns were designed and the green spaces in them had
an impact on the mental and physical health of citizens, he said.
Finally he spoke about the first graduates of the Company’s Future
Gardeners’ Scheme. They were due to be awarded their certificates
the following day.
Report by Caroline Leslie
Photographs by Michael Warren
Captions from top to bottom
The Master presents new Liveryman Richard Barley with the Prince
Edward Award for excellence in horticultural development.
Company members and guests enjoy the delights of Grocers’ Hall.
The Master and Future Gardeners organiser Louisa Mansfield
during the pre-dinner reception.
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Policy makers here and on the continent are still reluctant to make
any sudden moves, constrained by the uncertainties regarding
Britain’s departure from the European Union and the elections in the
UK, France and Germany.
Periods of uncertainty and change both tend to bring their own set of
opportunities for investors and it will be interesting to find out exactly
what it will take before central banks feel ready for a more rapid
pace of policy normalisation.

CAPABILITY BROWN’S HIDDEN GEM
Robert Howard

INTEREST RATE RISE IS ON THE CARDS
Robert Howard’s View from the City
Change may well be coming to global financial markets, albeit
slowly, as central banks worldwide have started to adopt a less
dovish tone in the light of better a growth and higher
inflation outlook.
In recent years investors have had to contend with an unprecedented
era of ultra-low interest rates, augmented by so-called quantitative
easing (the purchase primarily of government bonds). These
temporary measures, put in place to bring stability in the wake of
the global financial crisis, became ever more entrenched within
weakened economies until it started to look like the central banks
had no clear path back to policy normalisation.
In particular, persistent worries over uncomfortably low inflation and
the absence of sustainable growth have made central banks fearful
of tightening policy prematurely and precipitating another recession,
which could see Western economies slip into the type of deflationary
spiral that has gripped Japan for decades.
As a result, central banks have waited patiently for headline inflation
rates to climb up above 2%. At long last the UK and the US have
crossed this threshold, with further good news in the form of better
than expected growth and jobs data.
Investors are clearly more confident about the direction of the
economy, both here in the UK and in the rest of the world. The FTSE
100, the S&P500 and the MSCI’s all-country world stock index have
touched all-time highs in the first quarter. The recent leg to the equity
rally reflects a self-reinforcing combination of strong global growth
momentum and a welcome pick-up in corporate earnings.
Amid a number of better than expected economic indicators, the
signs are that we will start to see central banks loosen their grip
on monetary policy. The Federal Reserve has started proceedings
with another interest rate hike in March, and as things stand we
would expect to see two more increases during 2017. Turning to
the UK, whilst rate hikes are unlikely in the near term, with the Bank
of England’s QE programme coming to an end, it is likely that the
Bank will signal that the next move in rates is likely to be up, quite
possibly before the year end.
Elsewhere, whilst still maintaining negative interest rates and their
quantitative easing programmes, there does appear to be less
enthusiasm on the part of the European Central Bank for further
monetary experimentation.
Confidence in the outlook is by no means the same as certainty,
however. The slow pace of anticipated interest rate hikes from the
Fed is still at odds with the dovish tone from the Bank of Japan and
the ECB, with the Bank of England indicating it is somewhere
in the middle.
www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

On 17th March 72 members of the Company visited Gatton Park
to view the snowdrops. However this hidden gem, near Reigate
in Surrey, proved to be an astonishing work of landscaping by
Capability Brown.
As one walked through the imposing portico at Gatton Park
and along the corridor to the sun-drenched terrace you could
really appreciate his skills and see why his design and project
management skills were so sought after.
The rock and water garden was constructed in 1912 by J Pulham
& Sons. They transformed an area of the park which was a
sloping lawn and shrubbery into a dramatic rock escarpment
with naturalistic pools. A mixture of hoggin and stone paths wove
their way through the rock work giving visitors opportunities to
view the plants up close.
Pulham & Sons were experts at creating artificial rockwork
which blended with the surrounding, natural rock. At Gatton the
Pulhamite is a decorative inner wall within the main lily pond.
The great rocks which make up the face of the rock garden and
the surrounding ponds are Kentish Ragstone and sandstone.
Gatton Hall and Park has a most interesting history but the Park
is most famous for work carried out between 1762 and 1766.
Brown was enlisted by Sir James Colebrooke who purchased
Gatton in 1751. While there had been a park at Gatton from the
mid 15th Century on, it was Brown’s work that proved to be the
most enduring.
Brown swept away the formal landscape and replaced it with
informal naturalistic plantings which accentuated the rolling
landscape of the park and made great use of a natural water
source from the hill.
The main lake was greatly expanded and the tributary lakes
reshaped to include one of his trademark serpentine canals.
During this period Brown was at the height of his fame and was
paid in excess of £3,000 for his services.
The Japanese garden, another Victorian feature originally
designed by Edward White, nestles further into the park between
the Hop Garden pond and serpentine canal. This has been
extensively restored but a further £6,000 is needed to complete
this unique feature.

THE AUTUMN JOY OF THE POTTERIES
In September the Master led a tour of the Potteries. Anne Mallinson,
Tim Edwards, Ron Froud and Andrew Adams report
Day one began with a visit to John Massey’s Ashwood Nurseries at
Kingswinford. He has developed his colourful garden so that there
is something of interest for every month of the year. Ours was a late
summer visit and many of the trees were in autumnal dress code. The
trees in the Crab Apple Walk were laden with fruit, as were many of
the colourful shrubs and bushes.
The second day began in autumnal sunshine at the Cherry Tree
Arboretum where John Ravenscroft has spent the past 10 years of
his retirement creating something most gardeners would not hope
to achieve in a full lifetime. More than 50 acres of rare trees and
magnolias already settled in the Shropshire landscape will surely
become a national treasure as they mature in time.
At Wollerton Old Hall we took lunch, still in sunshine, and then
walked the garden beneath umbrellas as the sky darkened and rain
began. Wollerton’s Senior Gardener guided us between immaculate
hedgerows trimmed with laser precision and through borders of
plants selected with an artist’s understanding of colour in a garden
of rooms and vistas.
Our morning visit on day three saw us at the Dorothy Clive Garden
in Willoughby, Market Drayton – a garden created around 1940.
We were greeted by the Head Gardener and our tour took us first to
the Old Quarry, a mainly wild garden with a large mixture of trees.
On arrival at Biddulph Grange Garden we had a light lunch then a
short introduction from a National Trust Volunteer. We were then left
to explore the gardens which are divided into garden rooms – the
Italian Garden, Dahlia Walk, the Chinese Garden, the Americas,
Egypt, Lime Walk, the Parterres, Cheshire Cottage, the Pinetum and
the oldest Stumpery in the country.
Following years of neglect and decay much has been achieved
in the sensitive restoration of the wonderful gardens and estate at
Trentham where we arrived on day four. Our guide for the visit was
Michael Walker, who has been head of the garden redevelopment
for the past 13 years and is very keen to retain the influence and
ideas of Capability Brown.
Our party then travelled from Trentham to the National Memorial
Arboretum at Alrewas where we enjoyed a train tour of the 150-acre
site to view some of the 300-plus memorials which are positioned
along sweeping drives between trees and individual gardens,
surrounded by low hedges. The overall effect is of a peaceful haven
for remembrance of those who suffered and died in the service
of our country.
A longer version is available on the Company website
Photographs by Michael Warren.

St Andrew’s Church was built in 1086 and was fitted out with an
acquired interior from a Benedictine monastery in Ghent. It had
been mentioned in the Domesday Book and had other furniture
from Loubain and Aurschot. It transpired that Paul Gatton was
William the Conqueror’s half brother which explains those
acquisitions I guess!

One of many enchanting views in John Massey’s garden.

CHRISTMAS AT ST STEPHEN WALBROOK
The Company’s much-loved December Carol Service was held as
usual at St. Stephen Walbrook with our Honourable Chaplain the
Venerable Peter Delaney MBE leading the service. The traditional
singing competition took place during ‘We Three Kings’ although
we didn’t find out who won - it was probably that part of the
congregation where the Master was sitting!
The Christmas welcome reflected on unconditional love. Joe
Sentence played the organ including ‘Meditation on the Coventry
Carol’ by William Lloyd Webber and ‘Prelude on In Dulci Jubilo’
by J.S. Bach. An added treat was ‘Quem Pastores’ sung by Abigail
Tribe, Eleanor Hughes and Stephanie Rochford.
The Church looked wonderful with its huge stone altar surrounded
by candles and with stunning flowers arranged by Stephen Crisp. St
Stephen Walbrook was the only church designed by Wren in 1672
and was his prototype for the dome of St Paul’s Cathedral. It was the
first classical dome to be built in England at the time.
At the heart of the redevelopment at St Stephen Walbrook there is a
major statement about the theology of the Church in the City. That is
the large altar by Henry Moore commissioned by Lord Palumbo for
the church during its restoration in 1978-87. The altar was
carved in 1972.
Henry Moore conceived a centrally placed altar made of travertine
marble cut from the very quarry which provided the marble for
Michelangelo’s work. By carving a round altar table with forms cut
into the circular sides Moore suggested that the centre of the church
reflected the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem commemorating the
sacrifice of Abraham and Isaac as a prefiguring of the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ on the cross and the place for the offering of the
Eucharist at the heart of Christian worship. This place was designed
for people to gather as a community around the altar where God
could be found at the centre.
Some of you may have noticed in the past the stole which our
Chaplain Peter Delaney wears. He and Beryl Dean were friends.
Beryl Dean was a remarkable ecclesiastical embroiderer, one who
did more than any other to influence the direction of embroidery for
religious use in the 20th century. Beryl’s most notable works included
five large panels for St George’s Chapel, Windsor, which were
made between 1969 and 1974. In 1977 she designed the Silver
Jubilee mitre, stole and cope for the Bishop of London. At her funeral
service, Peter wore this stole depicting the Resurrection, which was
one of the last embroideries that she completed.

A longer version is available on the Company website
Report by Tom Gough

John Massey points to an plant of interest in his garden.

Report by Heather Barrett-Mold
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SUE STEPS DOWN AS HEAD OF THE
CORPORATION’S GREEN SPACES

THE MANSION HOUSE BANQUET IS FILLED
WITH THE SOUND OF MUSIC

Liveryman Sue Ireland retired in March after nine years as Director
of Green Spaces for the City of London Corporation, responsible
for 350 staff and 4,450Ha of land, including Epping Forest and
Hampstead Heath.

Report by Susanna Morriss
Photographs by Michael Warren (there are many more photographs
on the Company Website - click on ‘Recent event and dinner photos’
on the Noticeboard page)

A founding member of the Parks Alliance and Chairman of Parks
for London and the Oak Processionary Moth Advisory Group for the
Forestry Commission, she said she was moving onto the next stage
of her life - jubilación* - which will include lots of travel and her
version of a gap year.

On the 8th of February the Mansion House rang to the sound of a
steel band and a choir of past masters as Gardeners and their guests
celebrated our annual banquet.

Sue writes...
I have been asked what I feel my achievements have been, given
the breadth of the Department’s work during my time as Director. I
would normally avoid replying, rather than focussing on one project.
However, on retiring, I would certainly include in my achievements,
ensuring all open spaces are registered. Land Registration started
in 1862 after many of our sites had been acquired and this had not
been subsequently addressed, in particular for Epping Forest – I am
pleased that, after considerable work, this has now been resolved, a
further protection against development.
I was very pleased with the outcome of the dam restoration at
Hampstead Heath; when I arrived one of the dam walls was moving
and there was no planned solution. The re-modelled landscape is
a great improvement and has created a less-urban setting, very
important to the local people.
The Heritage Lottery Fund award at Epping Forest enabled us to
restore the Coach House, Butlers and Jubilee Retreats, as well as
protecting a substantial number of ancient tree pollards, introducing
wood pasture grazing to parts of the Forest and creating new easy
access paths.
In the Square Mile, achieving tree planting at Cheapside was
challenging, the network of underground cables and services
making any planting very difficult; so the outcome with Liquidambars
and Alders is very pleasing as any tree planted in the City is
particularly precious.
Working with colleagues across London, on Oak Processionary
Moth, urban forestry, the challenges facing Parks Services and
engaging Ministers to recognise these concerns, has been a
great opportunity.
Most importantly, these projects couldn’t have been achieved without
a great team. I am pleased that during my nine years there have
been many opportunities to work together, learning from each other,
for the benefit of the communities we serve.
*which translates as “pension, jubilation, retirement”

Liveryman Sue Ireland: lots of travel ahead.

The City Corporation’s involvement in open
spaces dates back to the 1870s. Here Sue
Ireland describes its work in more detail
Heritage
Early efforts were focussed on Epping Forest, where the Corporation
led a lengthy legal process to assert ancient rights of common and
protect against threatened development. In 1878 Parliament passed
an Act entrusting the Forest to the management of the Corporation
and in the same year they obtained a separate Act to own and
manage further open spaces within 40km of the City.
Today the open spaces managed by the City Corporation cover a
total of almost 4,450Ha and attract an estimated 23 million visits
each year. There are also 200 open spaces within the City – the City
Gardens – that the Corporation runs in its capacity as a
local authority.
Ancient woodland and grazing
A recent innovation has been the introduction of ‘Invisible fencing’.
Epping Forest was the first open space in the UK to use this type of
fencing with two different types of cattle – Longhorn and Red Poll,
whilst Burnham Beeches have British White, all rare breeds. The
‘invisible fence’ uses buried cables with collars on the animals, so
access is greatly improved and there is nothing to spoil the view.
Gardens in the Square Mile
Many open spaces in the City are well known including: Postman’s
Park, home to the Watts Memorial built in 1900 to recognise
heroic self-sacrifice; St Dunstan’s in the East, a former Wren church;
Christchurch Greyfriars, West Smithfield, Finsbury Circus and St
Paul’s. A recent new scheme worthy of a visit is Beech Gardens at
the Barbican designed by Professor Nigel Dunnett, a very attractive
roof garden.
Hampstead Heath
As well as being well loved by the communities it serves, Hampstead
Heath provides a wide range of recreational facilities. The Heath is
fortunate in having 30 beautiful ponds – although they look natural,
most are formed by man-made dams which are up to 300-years-old.
Several of the ponds are used for open water swimming all year
around and three are large enough to be classed as ‘large raised
reservoirs’. Following advice, the Corporation has carried out works
on two chains of ponds to ensure the dams can withstand extreme
rainfall events.

One of Hampstead Heath’s striking brick bridges
(photograph by Justin Cormack).
www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

Challenges for next 50 years
The challenges of densification (as the population of London grows),
the impact of air quality, climate change (resulting in new pests and
diseases and the need for increased management of storm water
drainage), as well as the continuing need for green space to support
our health and well-being, are just a few of the challenges.

All dressed in our finery, as befits such an august setting, we were
welcomed to the evening by the Master and Upper Warden. After
tucking into delicious fizz and chatting to friends in the ante-room
we were admitted to the splendour of the Egyptian Hall for dinner,
where the tables were decorated with flowers, beautifully as ever, by
Stephen Crisp and his team.
The Byford bowl was appropriately placed in front of Lady Byford,
the daughter-in-law of its donor, Past Master David Byford. Beside
each of the ladies’ places was a gift from the Master, a packet of
notelets showing the Company’s Royal Charter, which had been on
display at the Autumn Court Dinner last October.
We were lucky enough to enjoy the presence of the Lord Mayor as
well as a number of other illustrious guests, including His Highness
Prince Amyn Muhammad Aga Khan, Baroness Byford, the Masters
of the Framework Knitters, Fruiterers, World Traders and Wax
Chandlers, as well as the Master and Deputy Master of Zunft zu
Gartnern of Basel and the Deacon and Clerk of the Incorporation of
Gardeners of Glasgow.
After a delicious dinner, at which the wine and conversation flowed
plentifully, we were treated to a musical interlude by the steel band
of the Sir John Cass School. They played a spirited piece to begin
with, with great aplomb and professionalism, and were received
with enthusiastic applause.
Then came the surprise of the evening – a setting of Kipling’s ‘The
Glory of the Garden’ composed by the Lord Mayor himself, and led
by a “choir” (using the term in its loosest sense) of Past Masters, and
the Master.
Luckily they had taken the precaution of practising beforehand, and
of giving everyone a copy of the words. So with the band supplying
the music and the rest of us singing along we made a brave fist of it
and all earned another noisy round of applause.
The Upper Warden made a warm and witty speech of welcome
to the guests, to which the Lord Mayor responded, followed by the
Master. The Lord Mayor’s life is a busy one, and he had to retire
early from dinner for yet more official duties, while the rest of us
retired as far as the ante-room for a stirrup cup and a chance to
greet friends we hadn’t managed to catch up with earlier.
At last we drifted off into the cold London night, wafted home to our
beds on a wave of good food and good fellowship.

Captions from top to bottom
A choir of Masters led a setting of Kipling’s ‘The Glory of the
Garden’ arranged by the Lord Mayor.
The splendour of the Egyptian Hall was enjoyed by all.
The steel band of the Sir John Cass School were warmly
applauded for their musical interlude.
One of the striking table decorations.
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DOWN THE GARDEN PATH WITH
QUEEN BESS

A TOAST TO THE ARRIVAL OF SPRING
The month of March takes its name from a God of War. I’ve often
wondered if that’s because it was the first month of the Classical
year that Roman Generals felt the weather mild enough to make war
a comfortable means of passing time, or because it’s the month in
which the Gardener realises he has a battle on his hands. It certainly
felt like the latter to me, as I wheeled my third-best barrow down the
garden on the 20th of March.

Much thought and good design were in evidence.
A strong contingent of the Company, led by the Master and Mistress
Gardener, met on a bright early autumn day to walk in the footsteps
of Queen Elizabeth I at Alswick Hall.
We were warmly welcomed by Anne Johnson who, with Mike
Johnson, owns this hall and gardens and surrounding farmland just
north of Buntingford in Hertfordshire. After a very convivial coffee
in their new extension (which blended perfectly with the traditional
building), we were treated to a tour of quite exquisite gardens
brimming with interesting plants which had been planted with much
thought and good design.

I have four wheel barrows. I don’t mean to boast by that statement.
Rather, I offer it as explanation.
My best barrow is not new, but I still remember a time when it was,
which is more than can be said for many of my tools. It gets a lot of
use; its tyre retains air and its wheel runs smoothly.
But at this time of year dawn often finds it still filled with the debris
and detritus of a project started the previous afternoon, while the
butterfly that is my enthusiasm has fluttered on and settle upon
something new. That butterfly, in its excitement, has neither time nor
patience to be emptying wheel barrows.
My number two barrow is an oversized thing, ideal for transporting
vast volumes of low-density material, like freshly fallen autumn
leaves, but not at all the thing for routine work. The number four
barrow spent too much time with too much concrete late in the
nineties: its hold threatens to fall from its chassis and its tyre is
generally flat. And so it is the number three barrow that I usually turn
to in this situation.
The point is, while my number three barrow is perfectly serviceable,
it squeaks from a lack of regular use and as I pushed my way down
the garden that Monday morning a Robin, still in winter voice,
followed us and called out in reply.
It (the Robin, not the barrow) spent the day shrieking with a joy and
pride derived, apparently, from knowledge to which it was sure I
would never be privy: something in the air had eluded me, some
primeval secret risen with the sap of the trees around me.
And slowly the penny dropped. This year, March 20th was the day
when the sun spent the same amount of time above the horizon as it
spent below: for the next six months we will have more daylight than
dark. This is a day of unbridled optimism that every Robin knows as
the ‘Vernal Equinox’ and I’d almost forgotten.
I made a point of packing up a little earlier than I would usually
have done. I carefully put away my tools, stood my number three
barrow up on its end and emptied my number one barrow of the
previous day’s toil. I even inflated flat tyres and applied squirts of
WD40: symbolic gestures of hope.
Then I took a glass of a particularly good single Malt out to where
I’d been working, turned over a few more spits of soil and settled
down to watch my namesake the Robin seek out a late supper. And,
at exactly twenty four minutes past six, I enjoyed the change in
temperature as the sun finally took its rest below the horizon.
Robin

Anne has a passion for plants which spilled out of every sentence
she spoke as we walked around. She gained an interest in
gardening from her mother and has used this to great effect since
they inherited the house and gardens from Mike’s father.
There is too much of interest to list examples in this article, but the
herbaceous perennial borders at the entrance were exceptional, as
was the planting around the house which, even at this difficult time
in the gardening year, looked fresh and interesting.
Ron Froud, left and Stephen Crisp with the Passchendaele display
at the Guildhall.

WW1 BATTLE MARKED AT CURRY LUNCH
The 10th Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch, held at Guildhall on the
6th April, was the Gardeners’ Company’s third year in creating a
horticultural centre-piece based on a First World War theme. This
year it was Passchendaele.
Liveryman Stephen Crisp, with Assistant Ron Froud, created a
thoughtful interpretation which was greatly admired. The display
was flanked by two pull-up banners, supplied by the Clerk, which
gave a short explanation of the battle and what was going on in the
area at the time. The Royal guest, HRH The Duke of York, spent some
time talking to Stephen and Ron before going on to The Livery Stalls
in The Ambulatory.
One thousand five hundred Lunch guests enjoyed drinks in the Old
Library before walking past the display on their way to their curry
lunch. After lunch the guests had to pass a barrage of stall holders
with the Gardeners, the Fruiterers, the Leathersellers and the Turners
all doing their best to sell their produce.
The Gardeners had the first stall which treated the lunch-goers to a
riot of colour and smell from the beautiful jasmine. There was an
array of wonderful orchids, azaleas, baskets of plants and a wide
range of garden plants and shrubs. There, Liverymen Marjorie
Dowbiggin, Helen Potts, Laura Fraser, Caroline Russell Stoneham
and Shannon Farrington hit the passing crowds with their sales
techniques. Court Assistants Martin Panter, who sourced the house
plants, and Dennis Espley worked hard advising the suitability of
plants and selling to everyone who paused. Past Masters Nick
Evans, who planted the baskets, Rex Thornborough and Liveryman
Tyrone McGlinchey helped care for the Company Guests.
The Big Curry Lunch is held to raise funds and awareness for ABF,
The Soldier’s Charity, and the target was to raise the profit from
these lunches to £2million for the charity over the last 10 years. A
fun and hard working day for us all.
Report by Margie Prior
Photograph by Jeremy Herrtage
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Many would have happily stayed at Alswick all day but we were
enticed away to visit Hopleys Nursery a short drive away.
When we arrived at the Nursery at Much Hadham, the fingers and
credit cards of the active gardening contingent of the Company
started to twitch, given the quality and range of plants available,
but retail therapy was postponed in favour of a wonderful lunch and
tour of the gardens by its owner Aubrey Barker.
Hopleys was established in 1968 at a time when the horticultural
industry’s backbone was made up of such specialist nurseries
supported by a knowledgeable public who demanded quality
and variety.
Over the last 50 years the increased efficiency of the present retail
industry has reduced the range of plants available. Now we are told
what we can buy, not asked what we want to grow in our gardens.
Hopleys, however, keeps alive a tradition of specialist plant
production on a commercial scale. Such nurseries need nurture and
support if we are to have freedom of choice in the future.

A strong contender for a Boats in Bloom award.

FLOWER POWER TAKES TO OUR
CANALS AND RIVERS
Following the example of Flowers in the City, the Canal and River
Trust, the charity that runs our waterways, has launched Boats in
Bloom to encourage boaters and everyone who uses towpaths
and riverbanks to get into ornamental, productive and wildlife
gardening.
This summer CRT’s judges will be presenting certificates and awards
to those whose plants, flowers and vegetable displays make a
positive contribution to our canals and rivers.
Nominations for awards have just opened (details at canalrivertrust.
org.uk) in the following categories:
Boats in Bloom
Most flower-filled boat
Most edible growing boat
Most imaginative use of space
Towpaths in Bloom
Best towpath garden or open space (private or public)
Best towpath business in bloom (pub/cafe/other business)
Best wildlife-friendly towpath (or boating) gardening initiative
A panel of keen gardeners will select a shortlist for the public to vote
on with the winners announced on the 14th August.

Hopleys plants are known for raising and introducing new garden
plants of merit. They established this reputation when they introduced
Potentilla ‘Red Ace’ in the early 1970s and the list of credits since
then is longer than some garden centres total range of
plants available!
The tour of the five acres of display gardens was an illustration of
how plants thrive when they are planted where they will grow best.
All present were extremely grateful to the Master and Mistress
Gardener for organising such a memorable day. It was also pleasing
to note that along with the Gardeners having a wonderful day, as
a result of both hosts declining payment, the Company was able
to donate £150 to the Herts Air Ambulance (Aubrey’s charity) and
£150 to the Alzheimer’s Society (Anne’s choice).
Report by Steve Dowbiggin

Alswick Hall: exquisite gardens brimming with interesting plants.
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RICHARD STEPS DOWN FROM PERENNIAL

GARDENERS GIVEN PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS

FLOWERS IN THE CITY WINTER COLOUR

Liveryman Richard Capewell writes...

Two distinguished members of the Company have been recognised
for their contributions to horticulture. Liveryman Stephen Crisp has
been made an Associate of Honour of the Royal Horticultural Society
and Assistant Dennis Espley has been given a Lifetime Achievement
Award in this year’s Horticulture Week Garden Retail Awards.

The results of Flowers in the City’s Winter Competition 2016-2017
were announced at a special ceremony held, as usual, at Cutlers’
Hall on the 18th April. The following five trophies were awarded for
the five best winter colour displays:

At the end of March I closed the door of my office at Perennial in
Leatherhead for the last time. I have retired – a point in time that only
really seems real once it arrives – and, as is so often the case with
these moments in one’s career, it has given me a chance to reflect on
my time with Perennial and the great friendships and associations I
have been fortunate to make along the way – and not least with
the Company!

Stephen, who is the Head Gardener at Winfield House, London
residence of the American Ambassador to the UK, was given his
honour by Sir Nicholas Bacon, RHS President, during a ceremony in
the Lindley Hall, Vincent Square.

I joined Perennial as its Chief Executive in 1999, the turn of the
Millennium and at a point in Perennial’s long history when it needed
to shift its work away from a somewhat outdated and paternalistic
model and move towards being a fully inclusive, modern and
responsive charity. Little did I imagine when taking up the post that
I would occupy it for more than 18 years, a long time in my career
but only a tenth of the 175 plus years the charity has
served horticulturists.
My background in social care and my interest in providing practical
services to those who cannot, for one reason or another, represent
themselves, has, I hope, defined my time at Perennial.
We have established the organisation as the leading occupational
charity for those who work in the horticultural industry; we have
expanded Perennial’s services to a younger (and working) audience;
we have merged with the Royal Fund for Gardeners’ Children and
we have established the Lironi Training Fund thanks to the generous
endowment left to Perennial by Miss Joan Lironi in 2009.
I feel proud to have overseen so many positive changes within the
organisation, from establishing our free and confidential casework
and debt advice service that annually sees an increase in clients,
to bringing two further gardens of significance under the care and
protection of Perennial for the enjoyment of visitors for many
years to come.
It is through my position at Perennial that I was introduced to the
Company. Perennial was the first organisation to be financially
supported by the Company’s charitable donations in the ‘modern
era’. Ever since that initial donation was made in 1895 – an
endowment of a pension for a retired head gardener – the two
organisations have enjoyed a close and ongoing
symbiotic relationship.

The title Associate of Honour is given to British nationals for their
service to horticulture and there are only 100 Associates at any one
time. Stephen said afterwards: “In this my 30th year at Winfield
House it’s a wonderful recognition for the work I have done here
and the horticultural and conservation organisations I support with
my time and enthusiasm. I hope this award will further my ambitions
and passion for this rewarding industry”.

Richard Capewell: 18 years as Chief Executive of Perennial.

A HELPING HAND FOR HORTICULTURISTS
There has long been a close association between the Company
and Perennial and the Gardeners’ Charity Board makes an annual
donation to assist its work. Established in 1839, the Gardeners’
Royal Benevolent Society – now known as Perennial – is the only
charity dedicated to helping everyone working in all areas of
horticulture when they are facing tough times.

In my own time, one of the first occasions I met the Company was
on their periodic visit to our gardeners’ nursing home in Sussex on
21st September 2001 - an event which threw cook, unaccustomed to
the supposedly refined gastronomic tastes of the Livery, into a blind
panic. All, of course, was well on the night.

He and his partner Ann Marie were supported by Perennial – a
charity she had previously never heard of – helping with financial
arrangements and navigating the benefits system as well as being
there as emotional support. She says of Perennial: “They were like
cuddly arms, giving you a big hug and taking away all the pressure
of everything else that you have to deal with to survive. I can live this
life day in day out as we are, but they’re in the background there, so
if I ever feel that I need some guidance, I’ve got them there
as support.”

www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

Dennis, chair of the Tillington Group and recently retired managing
director of Squire’s Garden Centres, was presented with his lifetime
achievement award by HTA president Adam Wigglesworth at a
ceremony at London’s Connaught Rooms. He received a standing
ovation from the audience.
A special award was presented in memory of the late Charles
Notcutt by his daughter Caroline Notcutt. The Charles Notcutt Retail
Plant Supplier of the Year went to Farplants.

Dunster Court: a beautiful floral arrangement.

Perennial helps by offering free and confidential advice as well
as practical and emotional support and that extends to spouses,
partners and dependent children. The team of highly trained
professional Caseworkers and Debt Advisers is located across the
UK, tailoring the support it gives to the specific needs of each and
every person they help.
Marek is one of hundreds of people Perennial helps every year. He
worked as a tree surgeon and conservation manager at a golf course
and he had a young family, with a baby on the way. He suffered a
serious accident when he fell from a tree, resulting in severe brain
injury and a medically induced coma.

I look forward to handing the reins of this steady, gentle and
annually stronger draught horse to my successor who I know will
relish the challenges ahead for this cherished organisation. This job
has been hugely varied and enormously satisfying and working
alongside such a group of passionate and dedicated people makes
it a true pleasure.

For more information please visit www.flowersinthecity.org.uk

Life’s challenges such as illness, injury or loss of income can strike
at any time but their effects can be devastating, especially for those
working in horticulture who often rely on physical health and fitness
to be able to do their job.

In the 20th Century the Company’s support often revolved around
the homes which the charity used to run – on 1st September 1952
the Master, Riccardo Ling, wrote to the Company asking them to
support the provision of a new residential home which they
duly did..

Company Masters, Assistants and members of the Livery have often
served as Perennial trustees and the tradition of support since that
first 1895 donation culminated in 2016 when the Company became
the first Diamond Level Perennial Partner as part of the charity’s
industry membership scheme.

The Colin Downie Trophy Dunster Court, Mincing Lane EC3R 7AH
The Roger Payton Trophy Saddlers’ Hall, 40 Gutter Lane EC2V 6BR
The Annie Hart Trophy The Hand and Shears, 1 Middle St EC1A 7JA
The Edmund Hart Trophy 1 Finsbury Circus, EC2M 7EB
The Cutlers’ Trophy Elm Court, Middle Temple EC4Y 7HL

Stephen Crisp, left, and Dennis Espley (photos Michael Warren).
Saddlers’ Hall: inspiring windowboxes.

In order to continue to offer vital services to people like Marek and
Ann Marie, Perennial relies on support from the industry and the
garden-loving public. There are many ways to support Perennial,
including making a donation, becoming a volunteer, leaving a
legacy, fundraising or becoming a Perennial Partner or a
Friend of Perennial.
To find out more about how you can get involved, please contact
Shelley Morris on 01372 384 050 or smorris@perennial.org.uk

Katy Rochford, left, and Felicity Brown receive bouquets for their
work in organising the Cutlers’ Hall event.

Finsbury Circus: spectacular display of colour.
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LONDON IN BLOOM CONTINUES
TO GROW
Peter Holman, CEO and Vice Chairman, celebrates a significant
anniversary...
As I write, London in Bloom, launched in 1967, reaches its 50th
Anniversary.
In the early days ‘Bloom’ was all about tourism and the
‘beautification’ of London for its visitors. Early supporters included
the London Tourist Board so hanging baskets and window boxes
were the order of the day. Today we still support London as a
destination and, from the thousands of floral displays throughout the
City and across Greater London, its seem that little has changed,
except perhaps we have fewer now. But of course, so much
has changed.

Gone are the days of comparing one entry to another and gone
are the days of just running a competition where only one of the
33 Cities & Boroughs could enter. During the last decade, we have
become a more inclusive organisation. For many, now, a London
in Bloom visit is considered more of a third-party validation, a
confirmation that standards and services are being maintained and
in many cases improved. A recognition based on a known national
standard under the headings of Horticultural and Gardening
Achievement, Environmental Responsibility and
Community Participation.
London in Bloom is now not just about the Cities and Boroughs,
although we greatly value their continued participation. We are
now a year-round campaign, visiting and advising communities,
mentoring entries and providing seminars and workshops to further
increase skill and knowledge in the practice and principles of
Horticulture and Gardening.

FUTURE GARDENERS GO FOR GOLD

Turning off from the melee of traffic at Holborn Circus into the gated
tranquillity of Ely Place is like walking into another era. With the
terraces of classic Georgian houses down either side one would not
have been surprised to see a carriage and pair waiting to collect
some fashionable ladies going out on a shopping trip.

The first group on the Gardeners’ Company Future Gardeners
project have now completed their Gold Course and were presented
by the Master with certificates to mark their achievement at a special
ceremony on the 5th April at the Royal Geographical Society
in Kensington.

Tucked away between the houses, now offices, is St Etheldreda’s
Church, the oldest Catholic church in England and one of only two
buildings left in London from the reign of Edward 1. It was saved by
a change in the wind from the Great Fire of London and, although
seven years were required for repairs, it survived the Blitz in the
Second World War.

Seven people from a mixture of backgrounds finished the course
which is intended to be both an introduction to horticulture and
preparation for entering the workplace. A number have already
found placements within horticulture.

On a beautiful sunny morning on the 4th October last year,
members and guests of the Livery gathered in the church, admiring
the magnificent stained glass windows but realising there were no
flowers or produce of any kind visible for our Harvest Thanksgiving
service, conducted by the Honorary Chaplain, The Venerable
Peter Delaney.

So from the days of ‘flower power’ when only the Boroughs of
London competed for the honour of being the No 1 Borough, or
The City competed against Westminster to find the best city, or
we judged Whitehall in Bloom and had tea at No 10, things are
a little different now. London in Bloom is now a more accessible
competition, open to all Londoners.
We have been a charity since the early 2000’s and we now enjoy
fairly sophisticated administrative systems to manage ever-increasing
entry numbers, judging and judges. We have moved away from a
‘first past the post’ system and now have an award system based on
the RHS medal system, awarding Bronze, Silver, Silver Gilt and
Gold awards

HARVEST FESTIVAL AT ST ETHELDREDA’S

After the processional hymn, ‘We plough the fields and scatter’, the
Welcome by The Hon Chaplain explained that the lack of decoration
was at the express wish of the Master, who asked for generous
donations to the children’s charity Magic Breakfast, rather than the
traditional gifts of produce from the garden.

The Barbican, proudly showing off its windowboxes.
Sadly we may no longer have the “full house” of Borough entries
that we once enjoyed, 2008/2009 saw to that. However, with
our Community Gardening Awards (RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood
Scheme) and an ever-increasing number of entries in our Parks and
Greenspaces categories we have seen London in Bloom grow from
just 28 entries in 2004 to over 320 in 2016.
From a Borough and City-only entry pre-2004, we now encourage
London’s villages and business communities to get involved, two of
which have received multiple awards at the Britain in Bloom awards.
Our ever-growing Parks and Greenspace awards have seen entries
receive both regional and national recognition and categories such
as Villages and Town Centres are gaining ground.
London in Bloom is continually looking for new programmes and
categories to encourage even greater numbers of people to get
involved in Gardening and Horticulture. Despite the downturn and
the horrendous situation with the budgeting of our London Parks, we
see more people involved in gardening than ever before. Indeed
a London in Bloom survey in 2015 identified that some 40,500
volunteers were involved in gardening or conservation works across
London, giving some 1,178,100 hours of voluntary support to
their local community and attending over 1,500 gardening and
conservation events.

They have been working at Walworth Garden Farm in Southwark
and at Bankside Open Spaces Trust (BOST) with Future Gardeners
organiser Louisa Mansfield.
The Company’s partners in the Future Gardeners project are BOST,
The Royal Parks Guild and City & Guilds. Roots and Shoots, another
vocational training organisation in south London, have
also contributed.
A new Silver Course is in preparation.

The Honorary Chaplain’s address was as usual thought-provoking
and stirring, whilst the organist gave us excellent recitals at the
beginning, during, and end of the service.
At the conclusion of the service everyone descended to the Crypt,
above which, in the 12th Century, Ely Palace was constructed, which
was not only a seat of religious learning but an important centre of
commerce for the emerging City of London. In 1531 Henry VIII and
Catherine of Aragon hosted a Grand Feast in the Crypt, lasting five
days and nights, with swans stuffed with larks stuffed with sparrows.
Fortunately our lunch, seated in the very same Crypt, was much
simpler, but nonetheless delicious with excellent wines, all very well
organised by the Clerk and his new assistant Nicky Herrtage. A
short address by the Master with the minimum parish notices and
it all seemed to be over too quickly. Never enough time to chat to
everyone one wanted to, but a very enjoyable occasion.
Report by George McCombe, Photographs by Michael Warren

The Master, Paul Rochford, Louisa Mansfield (second left) and
some of the successful Future Gardeners students at the Royal
Geographical Society.

So where are we now? London in Bloom continues to be supported
by a group of voluntary Trustees from Finance, Royal Parks, The
Worshipful Company of Gardeners, The City of London Corporation
and from the horticultural and community worlds. We could not exist
without our group of professional and eminent judges and assessors
(we could do with more).

The Villages category is one that is gaining ground.
This is Walthamstow.

www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

In our 50th anniversary year we plan to attract ever more individuals
and organisations to our campaign. There are two organisations
who through their nearly 50 years of support have made it all
possible and made London in Bloom one of the leading ‘Bloom’
regions. We, therefore, wish to thank the Metropolitan Parks &
Gardens Association and especially the Worshipful Company of
Gardeners for their support and we look forward to even closer
ties in the future.

Gardeners and guests enjoy lunch in the famous Crypt.

The splendid interior of St Etheldreda’s.
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SPM RAMSAY SHEWELL-COOPER
1930-2016
Past Master Stephen Dowbiggin writes...
Ramsay, who died on 23rd September 2016, was an extremely
active member of the Gardeners’ Company and served as its Master
in 2004-5.
During that memorable year Ramsay, with his wife Isla, led
the Company on a journey which, through visits, dinners and
various church services, enabled us all to share his lifelong love
of horticulture, his passion for imparting his wealth of knowledge
and skills, his deep faith in God and a generosity of spirit which
endeared him to all who got to know him.
Ramsay was a horticulturist through and through. He was one of
two sons of the world renowned Dr W E Shewell-Cooper MBE who
pioneered organic gardening techniques and first developed the ‘no
dig’ methodology that Ramsay latterly honed to perfection.
Visitors to Ramsay’s ‘no dig’ demonstration gardens could not
believe the results he achieved and the Gardeners’ harvest festival
displays and the refectory at Capel Manor College enjoyed a
halcyon period of over-supply at this time.
Ramsay was also a brilliant, and occasionally demanding and
challenging, trainer. He was the product of unique training himself,
having studied at the (then) Kent Farm Institute at Sittingbourne and
worked at the Horticultural Bureau established by his father before
going to Writtle College in 1952-3.
Ramsay believed that horticulture was a vocation and it was a
privilege to be involved in the gardening industry. He trained at a
time when students worked 50 hours a week and colleges taught
on Saturdays.

Ramsay: he will be remembered with affection
(photograph by Peter Holland).

RED CROSS CHRISTMAS MARKET 2017
A message from Renter Warden Margie Prior...

In his teaching career at Barnet College and Capel Manor College
he led by example and many a student or apprentice has been
inspired by his knowledge, skills and passion.

Yes, it’s the year again when the Company supports the British Red
Cross at the Christmas Market in Guildhall. Please save the date:
Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th November.

Ramsay was an incredibly successful grower. He understood plants
and what they needed to realise their potential in a way that was
exceptional. His achievements in this area were mostly scientifically
based relying on published materials (on which he was an authority)
but some success was based on personal trial and error, a keen eye
for detail and an interest in trying something different.

Founded in 1961 at the Royal Exchange, the Christmas Market, with
the enthusiastic support of the City of London Corporation, is the
largest single fundraising event for the British Red Cross in the City
and one of the largest in the United Kingdom. As part of the world’s
largest humanitarian network – the International Red Cross and the
Red Crescent Movement – the British Red Cross provides assistance
during times of crisis.

Therefore Ramsay knew what worked and, as many members of the
Company who have benefitted from his training in pruning top and
soft fruit will know, there are many wrong ways to prune and there
is Ramsay’s way. To Ramsay such matters were not for discussion
and this was a certainty that he also articulated in his Faith, often
saving Masters and Clerks who had not adequately prepared for the
absence of the Chaplain at a Court meeting or dinner by providing
a prayer at short notice.
Ramsay also worked for Eclipse Peat and Bypass Nurseries, was a
keen supporter of the Horticultural Education Association (having
joined in 1952) and was a founder Member of the Institute of
Horticulture in 1984. He served on the Soil Association Council,
was for many years Chairman of the Good Gardens association and
was Chairman of the Barnet and District NSPCC.
He was an accomplished broadcaster and advised various TV
productions over the years.
Ramsay epitomised everything that is good about gardening. A
love of plants and people and a love and appreciation of God
and nature. He will be missed but his legacy to horticulture and the
Gardeners’ Company means he will be remembered with affection
by many.

www.gardenerscompany.org.uk

In the UK, the Society’s independent living services give vital
support to those who would otherwise be trapped at home and
alone. By providing transport, mobility aids and support, staff and
volunteers assist over 400,000 people a year, helping them get on
with their lives.
So I write to ask for your support, please. We will have a Craft Day
for the Company stand on Saturday 18th November, time and venue
to be confirmed. A date for your diary, please.
Volunteers will be needed to help set up on Sunday 26th November,
refreshments provided as usual and on Monday 27th and Tuesday
28th November. The Market opens late Monday afternoon and runs
all day on the Tuesday. I’m hoping for some enthusiastic volunteers
to help on those days and, closer to the date, a call for the rota will
go out.
And to those jam and chutney makers, please may we have your
delicious produce once again? Details of time and venue for drop off
will be in later notices.
Without your support and energy the Company will not have the
usual eye-stopping, best stall in the Market. Let’s do it again!
Any questions or queries, please email or telephone me – thank you

