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SPRING HIGHLIGHTS
• This year’s Spring Court Dinner will be held at the Grocers’ Hall 
on the 4th April (attendance Liverymen and their guests only). The 
Grocers are one of the Twelve Great Livery Companies and are 
second in precedence to the Mercers (the order of precedence was 
established by the Court of Aldermen in the 16th Century on the basis 
of the companies’ political or economic power). They have been on 
their site in Princes Street since 1426 although the present hall, their 
fifth, was opened in 1970 following a disastrous fire which destroyed 
their Victorian premises in 1965.

At our dinner the Prince Edward Award for Horticultural Excellence 
will be presented to celebrate a significant contribution by a person 
or group working in our industry.

• On the 25th April the Master will lead a day visit to Hole Park in 
Cranbrook, Kent. This is a beautiful house and a truly remarkable 
private garden hidden in the Kent countryside. It has been in the 
Barham family for nearly a century. Our visit will include a talk, a tour 
of the gardens and bluebell woods followed by a delicious lunch (see 
www.holepark.com for more details).

• The Master’s trip to the USA (28th May- 4th June) will start in 
Philadelphia, America’s first UNESCO world heritage city. As a 
survivor of the bubonic plague and the Great Fire of London, William 
Penn attached enormous importance to the provision of green spaces 
in his new city of Pennsylvania and we shall explore these along with 
the many sites of historic significance. 

Bringing us up to the modern day, the Master is currently in training to 
run up the ‘Rocky Steps’. (These are the Art Museum steps used in his 
training sessions by Sylvester Stallone’s character in the film ‘Rocky’ 
and its sequels. Emulating Rocky’s race up the steps is regarded as a 
symbol of perseverance and determination and a must-do on 
your visit to Philadelphia).

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society will give us a tour of the city’s 
regeneration projects, urban gardens and pop-up cafes.

Moving out to Delaware, we shall examine the legacy of the du Pont 
family’s fortunes from early in the 19th Century to the present day.  

Hagley Museum will be our starting point and we shall then visit the 
world famous Longwood Gardens. The fountains at Longwood are 
among the largest in the world and the Fountain Garden has just 
undergone a spectacular $90 million restoration. We shall be among 
the first groups to see the newly created fountain display.  

The gardens at Winterthur will showcase the education legacy, Mount 
Cuba’s landscape will provide insight into the work being done with 
indigenous species and the gardens of Chanticleer are an 
absolute delight. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2017
4th Mar Gardeners’ Masterclass: ‘All Things Roses’. 
Venue TBC.
31st Mar United Guilds Service, St Paul’s Cathedral.
4th Apr Spring Court Dinner (black tie), Grocers’ Hall, 
Princes Street, EC2R 8AD.
5th Apr Talk at Venue TBC about city parks 
and planning.
25th Apr Master’s Day Visit to Hole Park Estate, 
Cranbrook, Kent.
6th May Gardeners’ Masterclass : ‘Choosing Trees for 
Your Garden’. Venue TBC.
23rd May Chelsea Supper, Farmers’ Club, 3 Whitehall 
Court SW1A 2EL (participants and exhibitors).
28th May - 4th Jun Master’s visit to the USA.

Dates correct at time of publication
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NO SHORTAGE OF WARMTH
AT AUTUMN COURT DINNER
It was a cold and blustery night outside when we met in 
November at Carpenters’ Hall for the Autumn Court Dinner 
but there was no shortage of warmth from Liverymen and their 
guests in the hall. The Company’s silver was on display, setting 
off the fantastic autumn floral displays from Liveryman Stephen 
Crisp and his team of helpers.

The evening began with a thoughtful prayer from PM Tom 
Gough, prompting us to think of recently departed PMs 
Ramsay Shewell-Cooper and Janet Owen and their families.

The Master introduced new Liverymen Mrs Helen Potts, 
Mrs Modesta Visockiene, Mrs Katerina Heldring-Morris, 
and not least Jeremy Storey-Walker who responded with 
a characteristic flourish. All four had been admitted to the 
Livery at the Autumn Court that afternoon. There was also a 
presentation to Sue Thorne for her many years of excellent 
service to our livery; her colleague Major David Bredin was 
unable to be present.  

The Master went on to thank the Howard family for their great 
generosity to the Company over 25 years, providing offices 
and facilities at Luke Street. SPM Sir David Howard was 
presented with what appeared to be a tin of biscuits!

Assistant Dennis Espley welcomed the many guests, in 
particular Masters Carpenter, Needlemaker, Tinplate Worker 
alias Wire Worker, and our Master’s personal guests by 
reference to an imaginary tapas meal. We were fortunate to 
welcome as our principal guest and speaker Juliette Sargeant, 
2016 Chelsea Gold Medal winner for her ‘Modern 
Slavery Garden’.

Juliet spoke of her early life at Lake Victoria, Tanzania, her 
move to the UK and her transition through education, aided 
by the Mercers’ Company, becoming a medical doctor and 
eventually training as a garden designer. She also helps train 
horticultural college students and is passionate about the 
benefits of horticulture whether simply providing much needed 
food or the therapeutic uses. 
The following part of the evening was devoted to awards for 
horticultural students from RHS Hyde Hall, Kew, The Royal 
Parks, Capel Manor and Writtle.  
Report by Dennis Espley

Renter Warden Margaret Prior with principal guest Juliette Sargeant at 
Carpenters’ Hall.

Adam Watts is presented with The Royal Parks Guild George Cooke Award 
by Assistant Mike Fitt and the Master during the Autumn Court Dinner.

BIG IS THE BUZZWORD WHEN IT 
COMES TO HELPING BEES
As the winter dark gathers, the Company’s annual RHS lecture 
provides a welcome opportunity to lift the spirits by thinking of 
next year’s gardening. And never more so than this year when 
the subject was the most typical sound of the summer 
garden - bees.

In his lecture ‘Bees Can’t Eat Kind Words’, delivered at the RHS 
Halls on 28th October, London beekeeper Dale Gibson told us 
of the excitements and challenges facing urban beekeepers. 
In recent years London has become the home of a very active 
beekeeping fraternity. They have been responsible for a huge 
growth in the number of hives which produce a high 
quality honey.  

Although we’ve known the concern about varroa, pesticides 

and monoculture in the countryside, Dale explained that lack 
of forage for the bee was the biggest problem in London. As 
gardeners, he exhorted us to do all we could to promote the 
planting of suitable food sources, in public space as well as 
our own gardens.  

Whilst every little helps of course, Dale gave us his top tips for 
sustainable planting to help our bees. Plan for an extended 
flowering season. Reduce mowing. Remember that bees see 
blue and purple best. Don’t see wildflower meadows as a 
magic bullet, especially if sustaining their maintenance and 
productivity in future years is likely to be problematic. Think 
big – shrubs and, even better, trees, such as a lime. Keep plant 
flowers simple, as bees have short tongues. And, finally, clump 
plants – it conserves the bees’ energy as it means they can fly 
less to gather more.
Report by Richard Capewell
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FUTURE GARDENERS GET OFF TO A 
FLYING START
The first group on the Gardeners’ Company Future Gardeners 
project completed the Silver Course with flying colours in 
December of last year and were presented by the Master with 
certificates to mark their achievement at a special ceremony at 
Glaziers’ Hall.

Eight people from a mixture of backgrounds finished the course 
which is intended to be both an introduction to horticulture and 
preparation for entering the workplace. They were required to 
attend for two days a week for six weeks. 

One day a week was spent at Walworth Garden Farm in 
Southwark where they all successfully completed the Award 
Level of the City & Guilds horticulture qualification. The second 
day each week was spent working at Bankside Open Spaces 
Trust (BOST) with Future Gardeners organiser Louisa Mansfield. 

They learned about planting container-grown plants, bulb 
planting, mulching, composting and rose pruning. They also 
had talks from various industry figures including speakers from 
The Royal Parks and The Royal National Rose Society. An 
employment advisor from Love London Working, a training and 
employment programme which helps young people find work, 
gave advice on CVs and job applications. 

All the trainees are keen to progress to the Gold Course which 
begins in late February. They will continue their studies at 
Walworth Garden and expand on their practical work. They 
will also have training on subjects such as interview technique 
to prepare them for employment.  

According to Louisa next steps also include updating CVs, 
doing volunteer work in an area they are interested in and 
getting experience in contract garden maintenance. “I am 
also organising  work experience for them with different 
organisations such as  Chiswick House, The Horniman Museum 
and The Royal National Rose Society”, she said. “They have 
also been offered the opportunity to have mock interviews with 
the contractors for Regent’s Park and also with the Royal Parks 
themselves which is a great opportunity for them”.

All the trainees are keen to progress to the Gold Course where they will 
continue their studies and expand on their practical work.

The Company’s partners in the Future Gardeners project are 
BOST, The Royal Parks Guild and City & Guilds. Roots and 
Shoots, another vocational training organisation in south 
London, have also contributed. Tim Wood, chairman of BOST 
said at the Glaziers’ Hall ceremony: “Some of the Silver 
graduates have already got jobs. It’s been an amazing start 
and a fantastic six weeks!”. 

The Master, Paul Rochford, added: “This is the first time the 
Gardeners’ Company have got into the nitty-gritty of a training 
programme and I want to thank our partners BOST, the Royal 
Parks Guild, City & Guilds and Roots and Shoots for helping us 
put together such an excellent programme”.

Twenty-year-old Luke Ferguson said after receiving his 
certificate: “I was keen to do something and I am definitely 
going to sign up for the Gold Course. This course has helped 
me by making me get up on time in the mornings, by giving 
me the chance to meet people and to learn how to focus on 
work. Not spending all my time on my phone but instead 
getting on with the job! I really would like to have a 
career in gardening.”

The start of the Gold Course will be followed by a new 
Silver Course in May.

FLOWERS IN THE CITY 
SUMMER TROPHIES AWARDED 
The Lady Mayoress, Liveryman Lady Juliet Mountevans, 
presented trophies to winners of the 2016 Summer Flowers in 
the City Competition at a special ceremony in October at the 
Mansion House.

The Master thanked her and the Lord Mayor for the support 
they give to the Campaign and said: “It is more important than 
ever that people who live and work in a pressured and often 
stressful space are able to experience the calming and uplifting 
presence of flowers and greenery.  

“Visitors to the City must be charmed and delighted by the 
care and importance that we attach to the decoration of its 
streets, building and offices and I feel sure that we will need 
to redouble our efforts in the rather uncertain years to come as 
we strive to keep London at the forefront of the 
international stage”.

The following trophies were awarded:

Skyline Trophy: Cannon Street Roof Garden EC4R 3SB 
Luder Trophy: Portsoken Gardens Portsoken St. E1 8BN
Dick Balfour Trophy: Grocers’ Hall Princes St. EC2R 8AD
Best Reception Area: 15 Finsbury Circus EC2M 7EB
Livery Hall Trophy: Drapers’ Hall Throgmorton Ave. EC2N 2DQ
Master’s Special Award: Inner Temple Garden EC4Y 9AY
Edward Wright Award for the Best Floral Street: 
Temple Avenue EC4Y 0HP
James Miller Trophy: Church Court Garden EC4Y 7BL
Best Large Garden: Friary Court 65 Crutched Friars EC3N 2AE
Best Small Garden: St Ethelburga’s 78 Bishopsgate EC2N 4AG
Best Enclosed Courtyard: Dunster Court EC3R 7AH
Best Large Display: The Chamberlain EC3N 1NU
Best Medium Display: Lloyds Club 42 Crutched Friars EC3N 2AP
Best Small Display: College Hill EC4R 2RP
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MASTERING THE ART OF 
PLANTING CONTAINERS
‘All Sorts of Containers for Planting’ was 
the title of the first of the Company’s new 
Masterclasses, held in October at the 
Burnham, Slough premises of Windowflowers 
Ltd., thanks to Assistant Miles Watson-Smyth. 

Miles welcomed us and talked about how the 
business had started using old artillery boxes 
as window boxes. The business today is very 
different and includes care of a variety of 
planted areas and floral arrangements with 
notable contracts such as the 
Houses of Parliament. 

Some of the complexities of running such 
a business were explained. The choice of 

SPM JANET OWEN 
MBE 1934-2016
SPM David Longman writes... 

My sister was born on the 21st April 1934, 
the same date in the month as the Queen 
and, being an ardent royalist, this was 
something of which she was very proud. 
She had a fairly sheltered start to life. We 
moved to Bromley in 1936 and, apart from 
three years in the war when we evacuated 
to Hertfordshire and a year or so in the late 
‘50s when she went to Canada, she lived in 
this part of south east London all her life.  

She was educated at Kinnaird Park School 
in Bromley up to and including School 
Certificate, and then went on to Queen’s 
College in London for a “finishing course”.

She joined the family firm (Longmans Ltd., 
Florists of London) when she returned from 
Canada, first as PA to our Father and then on 
to the accounts department and ending up as 
Managing Director when I retired. She was 
married twice, first to Ron Sheppard in 1966, 
who sadly died of a heart attack 11 months 
later and secondly to Eric Owen in 1977. 
This marriage lasted 10 years when he too 
died of a heart attack.

Her great love in life was the City. She joined 
the Gardeners’ Company as both Father and 
I were members. She became the second 
woman admitted to the Livery in 1975 after 
the Duchess of Gloucester.  She was the first 
female Master, taking office in 2003.

The Langbourn Ward Club was another of 
her great passions. She took a great interest 
in all the affairs of the Club. In 1981 she 
became the first woman to be Chairman. She 
was very proud to be asked to be President 
whilst the Ward Alderman, Sir David 
Wooton, was Lord Mayor. She then became 
a Vice President, another first.

plants is critical: the more attention plants 
need the more costly the maintenance. So 
‘self-cleaning’ plants such as Impatiens and 
Begonias are useful. 

Colour has to be strong to stand out against 
the greyness of built-up areas although, 
of course, clients have their preferences. 
Watering, patching and replanting in London 
can involve a lot of overnight 
work for employees. 

Miles and some of his colleagues 
demonstrated how to plant windowboxes and 
hanging baskets and how to make a ‘hand 
tie’ of flowers. It was interesting to hear the 
reasons for the method used and the choice 
of plants. Normally Windowflowers would 
not underplant with bulbs as they don’t last 

long and then need extra attention. However 
they may force them in the glasshouse and 
then plant out. 

Miles and his colleagues made it easy for 
us. The containers were ready filled with 
compost and plants easy to hand. Using 
Dutch trolleys, the containers were at a good 
height for us. 

After lunch we made ‘hand ties’ and again 
everything was ready for us with just the right 
floral material set out. Some of us were a bit 
daunted but everyone succeeded. Each of 
us went home with a planted windowbox, a 
hanging basket and a ‘hand tie’ and much 
more knowledge about this business. 
A very good day. 
Report by Heather Barrett-Mold

Senior Past Master Janet Owen, our first Lady 
Master (photograph by Peter Holland).

Her greatest love of all was the Court of 
Common Council of the City of London. She 
served as a member for no fewer than 37 
years, the last 11 as Deputy. She chaired a 
number of Committees including West Ham 
Parks, Open Spaces and a State Banquet 
to the President of Brazil.  She was thrilled 
when she was awarded the MBE for her 
civic work.  She was an honorary freeman 
of the Clockmakers’ Company, a member of 
the council of the London Children’s Flower 
Society, the London Gardens Society and 
many other City societies and associations.

Although she had no children of her own she 
was very much a member of our family. She 
took a great interest in all their activities and 
achievements and loved to have photographs 
of them from anywhere in the world. She was 
a very proud and correct lady. A product 
of the 20th Century and not the 21st!  She 
showed good manners and correct etiquette 
and expected it of others, including 
her family.

She had been unwell for some years but it 
was not until just over two years ago that 
she was diagnosed with cancer. She was 
operated on in 2014 and this was followed 
by three sessions of chemotherapy. All to no 
avail. She died peacefully at home with two 
of my daughters at her side.

Her funeral was held at St Lawrence Jewry, 
Guildhall Yard, where she had been married, 
on the 4th October. It was a beautiful, simple 
service which she had crafted herself.


