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Welcome to the Autumn Spade. 
As you will see, it’s been a busy 
six months. Most of the items 
in this issue are available on 
the Company Blog, usually at 
greater length and with more 
photographs. If you have not 
already done so, do obtain 
your user name and password 
from the office and visit the site.

John gilbert, editor
john@john-gilbert.co.uk
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Members and their guests enjoy the fun at Haberdashers’ Hall.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2015-2016

23rd October 2015 RHS Lecture & Supper - The Eden Project
4th November 2015 Autumn Court and Dinner Fishmongers’ Hall
14th November 2015 Lord Mayor’s Show (Company will have a float)
14th December 2015 Carol Service
30th November/1st  Red Cross Christmas Market
17th December 2015 Tradescant Court Lunch
12th February 2016 Mansion House Banquet 
18th February 2016 Snowdrops of Welford Park
18th March 2016 Gilbert and Sullivan Evening – home of W.S. Gilbert
7th April 2016  Spring Court and Dinner - Vintners’ Hall
19 – 22nd April 2016 Eden Project and Cornish Spring Gardens
29th April 2016  Trip to Hertfordshire Gardens
12th May 2016  Trip to Kelmarsh Hall Garden
17th May 2016  Fairchild Court, Lecture & Supper - St. Giles Cripplegate.
19 – 21st May 2016 Courson/Chantilly
24th May 2016  Chelsea Supper – Farmers’ Club
2-7th June 2016  Visit to Slovenia
25th June 2016  Garden Party – Gardens of the Rose, St Albans

dates correct at time of publication
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Gardeners, seen through the striking fountain, relax in the 
Haberdashers’ courtyard garden.

A NEW MASTER IS INSTALLED AND GETS 
A GOOD REPORT FROM FORMER TUTOR

Garden designer and writer Jill Billington paid warm tribute to 
one of her former students when responding on behalf of the 
guests at the Installation Court Dinner at Haberdashers’ Hall 
on the 1st of July.

“He is a man whose bonhomie, whose beaming smile, is 
evident but I have huge respect for his abilities, his vitality 
and his passion for gardens,” she said.

She was describing the newly-installed Master Bernard 
Williams who studied garden design at Capel Manor College 
after retiring from the food and drinks business. 

She explained how, when it came to the Business Methods 
part of the course, Bernard offered his services and took over 
as instructor. “He was so clear and logical, reassuring the 
students - and myself,” she said. “In effect, he was teaching 
himself and paying for it! Typically, it mattered to him that he 
could generously pass on his own skills. And this kindness is 
what he is all about.”

The new Master had begun the evening’s proceedings by 
presenting the 2015 Prince of Wales Trophy for Sustainable 
Horticulture to Duchy College student Sid Hill.  

Sid is currently completing his Foundation Degree in Global 
Plant Use at Duchy College, Cornwall, with a project to 
determine how tomato plants respond to a living mulch of 
white clover and inoculation of arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi, 
while at the same time working as head grower at an organic 
farm. He is keen to study for a Master’s degree in sustainable 
horticulture at Schumacher College, Dartington, Devon, 
before finding a permanent role in that industry so that he can 
spread the message of sustainability to the wider public. 

During the meal the Master also presented Stephen Bernhard 
with his Immediate Past Master’s Badge and paid tribute to 
his full and highly enjoyable year.

Assistant Robert Cohen proposed the toast to the guests, 
specifically welcoming guests of honour Gordon Seabright, 
Director of the Eden Project; Roz Hamilton, CEO of the Royal 
National Rose Society; the Rt. Revd. Dr. Alan Smith, Bishop of 

St Albans; Margaret Gormley, Chief Parks Superintendent of 
the Office of Public Works of Ireland and Jill Billington.

The Master explained that the focus of his year would be 
the new Future Gardeners project, a pre-apprenticeship 
scheme designed to steer young people with challenges in 
their lives towards renewed self-esteem and a fulfilling life in 
the community. He asked members to be generous in their 
support of the Company’s fund-raising efforts.

Future Gardeners is a joint venture with various bodies 
including the Bankside Open Spaces Trust, Roots and 
Shoots and the Royal Parks Guild. The Master revealed that 
the Company would have a float in this year’s 800th Lord 
Mayor’s Show and that its theme would be the 
Future Gardeners project.

report by John Gilbert. photographs by michael warren.

Mrs. Modesta Visockiene is welcomed into the Freedom 
of the Company by the new Master during the Installation 
Court earlier in the day.

The Master presents the 2015 Prince of Wales Trophy for 
Sustainable Horticulture to Duchy College student Sid Hill.
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COMPANY MEMBERSHIP NEWS SINCE 
AUTUMN 2014

RESIGNATIONS 

Freeman   (transferred to Dormant Freedom)
Joy Nicholson; Mark Whitby; Edward Bujak

Liveryman 
Mark Cox; Paul Norman; Philip Bujak; Olav Svendsen; 
Norma Rayne JP; David Gwyther OBE; 
David Gyle-Thompson

DEATHS

Liveryman
Charles Notcutt; John Fell; Michael Upward; Billie Crook

Freedom 
Queen Fabiola of the Belgians [Hon Freedom 1975)

ADMISSIONS

To Court as Assistants
Nicholas Woolf; Tim Edwards; Martin Panter; 
David Finch; John Lancaster

To the Freedom
Cedriane De Boucaud; Joanna De Boise; 
Geoff Coles; Helen Potts – subsequently to the Livery; 
Veronica Simmons; Rosalind Edwards; Lady Ashcombe; 
Jean Baird; Modesta Visockiene; Clare Gammie; Trevor 
Edwards; David Domoney; Angus Knowles-Cutler; Prunella 
Scarlett

To the Livery
Flavia Leslie; Naterlie Nixon; Susie Evans; Paul Burnage; 
Warren Haskins; Carol Paris; Helen Potts

Return to Active Membership
Liveryman Mark Brown; Liveryman Ian Salmon

Robert Howard: looking for the countervailing positives.

MODEST GROWTH MOST LIKELY OUTCOME

robert howard’s View from the City

Recent financial market turmoil raises the spectre of prolonged 
market weakness. Will we experience a halving of equity 
market values, as happened during the phases beginning in 
2000 and 2008? We think not: while the market concerns 
are understandable, they reflect a recent change in sentiment 
rather than truly new developments in the real economy. 

Financial markets have three major concerns around the 
resilience of economic growth, none of which is new. 

First, we know that at least part of the prosperity across the 
past 40 years was debt driven. But nowadays companies, 
consumers and governments lack either the ability or appetite 
to borrow. The major central banks have responded by 
keeping interest rates close to zero and by printing money. 
Some of that cash has found its way into equity and bond 
markets. But both the Bank of England and the US Federal 
Reserve have signalled this is likely to end during 2015. 

Second, while globalisation and technological innovation 
have benefitted both developing economies and the corporate 
sector, the middle classes have lost out. With real wages 
sluggish or even stagnant, they have lacked the capacity to 
drive growth via their spending. 

Third, since the 1980s the world economy has benefitted 
increasingly from economic liberalisation in China and 
elsewhere. But China now needs to evolve from an emphasis 
on infrastructure and capital investment towards services and 
higher value added production. That is much less beneficial 
to everyone else. 

In a worst case scenario these three factors combined could 
contribute to economic growth grinding to a halt, and 
inflation turning negative. The most likely outcome though is 
that growth will remain, albeit at lacklustre levels. 

The central banks are very likely now to further delay what 
they view as the normalisation of monetary policy. The 
backdrop for wage earners remains tough, but there are 
encouraging early signs of wage growth in both the US and 
the UK, which would fuel consumer demand.

While demand from China will ease, it will not disappear. 
Moreover there are plenty of countervailing positives: 
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COURSON SHOW MOVES TO CHANTILLY

In May the Master led a group of Gardeners to Les Journées 
des Plantes de Courson, the famous annual plant show, now 
in a new location at Chantilly. Other significant destinations 
were included in the trip...

heleen lindsay-finn, martin panter, david finch, Brian day 
and ann rawlings report

day 1, london to paris
Twenty four smiling travellers met promptly at St Pancras 
station and were immediately greeted by the Master and 
handed name badges. Very soon after departure the Master 
hosted a champagne toast in the train’s cocktail bar.
In no time we were on the other side of the channel speeding 
towards Paris Gare du Nord. From there our coach journey 
to the hotel took us past a refugee camp set up under the 
bridges. Eventually we reached our hotel, the Château 
de Maffliers, where we dined at one long table in the 
magnificent panelled dining room  overlooking the mature 
parkland. heleen lindsay-finn

day 2, Giverny, monet’s garden and domaine Villarceaux
Claude Monet lived at Giverny from the age of 43 until his 
death at the age of 86. He transformed the garden into the 
riot of colour which would ultimately play such an important 
part in his paintings.

In 1976, after many years of neglect, it was decided to 
restore the garden to its former glory and open the house and 
garden to the public. It is now the responsibility of our host 
and guide the Kew-trained Head Gardener James Priest. 

In the afternoon we drove to the Domaine Villarceaux, a 
70-hectare estate set amidst enchanting surroundings. Our 
very able guide steered us around the site explaining the 
historical evolution not only of the buildings but also of the 
gardens. martin panter

day 3, Chantilly
This was the first time the Flower Show had been staged at 
Chantilly. We were met by Steven Lovniers, Director of Parks 
and Gardens at Chantilly, who introduced Cecile Lapoyade

central banks which continue to stimulate growth, emerging 
economies such as India at an earlier phase of development, 
and segments of growing consumer demand. 

In recent weeks financial markets have reached a more sober 
assessment of these risks though and equity prices have 
adjusted accordingly. Heightened market nervousness is 
inevitable during such phases, but we do not believe this will 
prompt a prolonged phase of weakness.

So we would offer three observations. Now is probably 
not the right moment to consider liquidating investments. 
That said, the markets are not entirely irrational. Long term 
returns in the years ahead will probably look rather modest 
in comparison with those provided by financial investments 
in past decades. Finally, selectivity in investing is always 
important. There will be attractive opportunities within this 
generalised market weakness, and some companies can 
benefit from the real world factors described above.

Gardeners listen attentively to Head Gardener 
James Priest at Giverny.

des Chants, who had organised the Show. Then we were at 
leisure to wander around the extensive stalls and the overall 
impression was of the excellent quality of the plants on offer.

After lunch there was time for further exploration of the Show, 
or to visit the Chateau, stables and grounds. The Library was 
of particular interest and sported a wonderful exhibition of 
carnations, tulips, anemones and other flowers, quite apart 
from the superb collection of books. david finch

day 4, paris
We drove down the Champs Élysée and saw trees with 
amazing white blossom. We had lunch in a typical French 
restaurant called La Huette in the Latin Quarter. Afterwards 
we picked up the bus and went to Rodin’s Museum and 
Garden. It was very interesting and many of Rodin’s 
sculptures were scattered about the Garden. 
 
The bus dropped us off in the Marais region of Paris, which 
was very exciting architecturally, particularly by the Place de 
Vosges where we paused for a drink near 
Victor Hugo’s house. 

The bus then picked us up to take us below the Sacre Coeur 
Church where we listened to beautiful singing by the nuns. 
We had previously mounted to the Sacre Coeur by a funicular 
railway which saved our legs! Brian day

day 5, parc de Bagatelle
The Parc de Bagatelle, created by landscape artist Jean-
Claude-Nicolas Forestier, was larger and more varied than 
many of us expected. There were sections devoted to plant 
collections including iris, rose and peony; all of these had 
weather-proof comprehensive information books for the public 
to use. Plants were well arranged and clearly labelled. 

The collections were well-displayed. Roses were planted in 
geometrically arranged turf beds and many of the standards 
were under-planted with shorter varieties. The Iris collection 
looked amazing and the interpretation book traced the history 
of the Iris, the first variety being shown in Paris in 1822, up to 
its modern day introductions. ann rawlings

The unabridged version of this article is available on the 
Company Blog.

The box garden at Villarceaux.
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DODGING THE RAIN IN THE LAKE DISTRICT

reports by Jenny dicken, ann rawlings, avril Caspi and 
Jenny Bernhard 

Barton Grange Garden Centre
Arriving by plane, train and car, an expectant group of 
gardeners gathered at Barton Grange Garden Centre. All 
that way to visit a garden centre? How wrong could we be! 
We were greeted by the redoubtable Eddie Topping. Actually 
two Eddie Toppings greeted us - the first was a splendid 
seated bronze on the park bench outside the main entrance. 

We were then assailed by the whole spectrum of the 
horticulture world plus a bit of Harrods and Fortnum and 
Mason thrown in. We even clocked delicious Barnsley chops 
at the butchery department.

Gresgarth hall
What a privilege to visit this garden, home of world-famous 
garden designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd and her husband 
Mark. We arrived in  pouring rain but, undaunted and 
following an introduction by the Head Gardener, we visited 
the double borders – white alliums in a grey-white scheme 
leading to a cobble design depicting the family’s birth signs. 
We continued to view the beautifully laid out lawns and 
parterres, rushing water, tranquil ponds, and tree peonies, 
their flowers exquisite even in the rain. 

In every direction there were vistas of the lake cut into yew 
hedges, and the most stunning hosta borders – green and 
white, three feet wide and at least 50 feet long on either side 
of the path. And not a slug in sight!

The view of the house from across the water had delicate 
fairy-tale gothic windows and was framed by mature trees, 
flowering rhododendrons and azaleas and, the final touch, a 
wild meadow filled with black tulips. A real showstopper. 

Graythwaite hall
On the dry and sunny morning of our action-packed day we 
were welcomed by Myles Sandys to the beautiful grounds 
of Graythwaite Hall. The gardens were originally designed 
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The 400-year-old holker lime, one of the five great 
trees of Britain.

The wonderful gresgarth hall.

by Liveryman Thomas Hayton Mawson (1861-1933 and 
great-grandfather of present Liveryman and Court Assistant, 
Helen Knight) for Colonel Thomas Myles Sandys. This park-
like garden revealed some huge rhododendrons and azaleas 
which surrounded the family home. An attractive parterre 
featured several entrance gates made to celebrate “special” 
Sandys family wedding anniversaries. 

holker hall
Our next stop was Holker Hall, home of the Cavendish 
family who are part of the Devonshire estates. Here we were 
conducted round the remarkable 25-acre garden with many 
different aspects including a grass amphitheatre designed by 
Kim Wilkie. We examined a healthy mature “monkey puzzle” 
tree that fell during a storm in 1844. It was then righted 
with the aid of a team of horses and planted in concrete for 
support and lives to this day to demonstrate the success 
of the operation. 

This was only surpassed by the vision of the extraordinary 
and massive 400-year-old Holker Lime with a girth of 7.9 
metres, which was listed as one of the five great trees of 
Britain during the Queen’s Jubilee 2002.

Bowness
On the move again we proceeded to Bowness for a 10-mile 
voyage in one of the very old steamers along the lake to our 
final destination – the gardens of Lakeside Hotel managed by 
Richard Lucas. Our delightful day ended with a well-earned 
drink and delicious fish and chip supper.

holehird Gardens
We arrived on apparently the only sunny day of summer. The 
gardens included a beautiful Victorian house for disabled 
people, a delightful walled garden and two acres of garden 
with many plants. The gardens are run by 700 volunteers and 
60 committees! They contain National Collections of Astilbe, 
Polystichum and Meconopsis. The gardens’ backdrops were 
stunning views of the fells. 

The unabridged version of this article is available on the 
Company Blog.

WINTER COLOUR WINNERS 2014-15

Winners of the Flowers in the City Winter Colour Competition 
2014/15 were:

annie hart Trophy
The Chamberlain130-135 The Minories, EC3N 1NU. 
Gardener: Demeta.

The Cutlers’ Cup
Threadneedles Hotel, 5 Threadneedle Street, EC2R 8AY.

The Colin downie Trophy
Lloyds Register, 71 Fenchurch Street, EC3M 4BS. Gardener: 
Grasshopper Display.

The edmund hart Trophy
Dunster Court, Mincing Lane, EC3R 7AH. Gardener: 
Grasshopper Display.

The roger payton Trophy
Middle Temple Garden, Middle Temple Lane, EC4Y 9AT. 
Head Gardener Kate Jenrick.

all photographs on this page by michael warren

dunster court, winner, edmund hart Trophy.

The children of fairchild school blossom in the 
great man’s garden.

The chamberlain, winner, the annie hart Trophy.

A BLOOMING GORGEOUS 
PERFORMANCE

After a meeting of the May Fairchild Court in Brewers’ 
Hall, the Master led Liverymen, Freemen and their guests 
across the Barbican to St Giles Cripplegate for 
the Fairchild Lecture. 

This year was different. Our service was preceded by 
a “musical extravaganza” called “Blooming Gorgeous” 
performed enthusiastically by children from the Thomas 
Fairchild School. The cast and teaching staff had given up 
time in their half term break to rehearse and present the 
musical entertainment. The piece depicted a day in the life 
of Thomas Fairchild’s 18th Century garden, and children-
as-plants performed a lively variety of songs and dance. 

The Company then attended to the service in St Giles, 
led by The Reverend Katharine Rumens, assisted by the 
Honorary Chaplain, our own Peter Delaney. The Master 
read the story of the Garden of Eden from Genesis and 
The Reverend Richard Horner, Chaplain of Rugby School, 
gave us a thought-provoking address. 

The Master presented him with the traditional purse of 
Georgian coin, which he was allowed to keep for the 
usual five minutes before its mandatory return to the 
Company. There followed supper and fellowship for the 
Master and congregation at Brewers’ Hall.

report by assistant david Green



Many more pictures available on our members website
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sam marskell with the master at fishmongers’ hall. photo-
graph by phil gammon.

IN SEARCH OF THE PERFECT LAWN

As the doughty Gardeners’ team mounted the steps to the 
Presidential Suite in early June, moved onto the Presidential 
Balcony and sat in the Presidential seats at Twickenham we 
cogitated about how on earth the Rugby Union World Cup 
was going to be played on the ochre surface below us 
in 99 days’ time.

Fortunately we had Liveryman John Mallinson on hand to 
explain what was going on. He described how he had laid 
the pitch a few years previously using many different grades 
of aggregates and sands, installing heating and irrigation 
pipes, injecting polypropylene threads to help stabilise the 
ground and finally dressing the surface with soil and seeding 
it with rye grasses.

It sounds simple and it is not. John is one of the few specialists 
in this country who can lay such a pitch which is why his 
services are used by many major football, cricket and rugby 
grounds. When he had finished his talk we knew that the 
Twickenham pitch was not going to disappoint on the 18th 
September when England played Fiji.

And so to Wimbledon. Only 18 days to go before this 
Championship started and the buzz and activity on site made 
this obvious. This was the last day for visiting parties and we 
were met by Neil Stubley the head groundsman.

Neil is responsible for all playing surfaces inside and out 
and all the associated grounds. He took us through his year’s 
work with a team which varies from 25 to 45 persons. His 
job is amazingly technical and they use as much computer-
controlled equipment as they can. But ultimately what you see 
on the ground with perfect grass, perfect lines and the perfect 
degree of firmness to get the perfect bounce is the work 
of his team. 

We visited various courts and up close it has to be said that 
the surface looks perfect. It has to be seen to be believed.
Two very different visits but absolutely special. It was a 
privilege to have been there.

report by paul rochford
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FUTURE GARDENERS SCHEME TO FLOAT

Future Gardeners, the Company’s ambitious pre-
apprenticeship scheme to help youngsters into the industry is 
to be launched at the 800th Lord Mayor’s Show on the 14th 
November from our own decorated float.

The five-year project aims to introduce horticulture to young 
people who might not have thought of it as a career, who are 
facing challenges in their lives and who would benefit from 
gaining confidence, skills and the opportunity of training 
and employment.

A number of significant donations have been received from 
the Livery and outside organisations towards the expected 
£26,000 annual cost since it was featured in this year’s 
Spring Spade. Taster sessions will be offered early next year 
and the full scheme will begin from April 2016.

Future Gardeners will attract people from a disadvantaged 
background who may previously have had little or no 
opportunity in life and will focus particularly on young men 
and women between the ages of 18-24. 

The programme will begin with a one-day “starter course” 
and a Bronze Award. This will be followed by a number of 
short “pre-apprenticeships” with associated training in City 
& Guilds courses to help participants develop horticultural 

...show commitment to future employers...The floral display made a big impact in common hall. ...Get into the habit of working.

THE APPRENTICE AND THE PRINCESS

Sam Marskell, one of two apprentices funded by the 
Company through the City & Guilds bursary programme, 
was presented to the Princess Royal at a special reception at 
Fishmongers’ Hall on the 26th May.

A student at Capel Manor College, Sam is apprenticed to The 
Royal National Rose Society at the Gardens of the Rose in St. 
Albans where he works three days a week. He was invited to 
the reception together with his mother and, in the company 
of the Master and the Clerk, was presented to Her Royal 
Highness who spent some time talking to him 
about his experience. 

The Princess Royal hosted the reception for the Livery 
Companies that donate to the City & Guilds bursary 
programme: more than 80 per cent of Livery Company 
donations to City & Guilds go towards bursaries which are 
then match funded by City & Guilds. The bursaries enable 
individuals who face financial obstacles to take City & Guilds 
qualifications and change their lives.

GARDENERS DIG IN AT BIG CURRY LUNCH

Organisers and diners at this year’s Big Curry Lunch at the 
Guildhall in April were delighted by the central plant display 
mounted by the Gardeners’ Company. Plants and trees, 
including Amelanchiers in flower, surrounded a machine gun 
emplacement to form a central feature in Common Hall where 
1,000 diners were fed over three sittings. The idea was to 
mark the 70th anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War.

The display itself was sold, as were many large bags of plant 
material, raising £2,000 for ABF The Soldiers’ Charity. The 
initiative was supported by several senior members of the 
Company who provided the plants, mounted the display and 
hosted guests from various organisations which provide help 
and horticultural training for ex-service personnel.

“The Gardeners’ profile was dramatically raised in the City 
and amongst other Livery companies,” said Master Stephen 
Bernhard. The organisers of the event had commended the 
Company in glowing terms, he added, and had expressed 
the hope that other Liveries would be inspired to help in future 
as part of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal. 

understanding, get used to a working day and have some 
successes in a life that may have been challenging and 
lacking in opportunity. As they progress through the scheme 
they will be able to gain Silver and Gold Awards.

The Livery Company will give a further boost to those showing 
the right aptitude and potential by making introductions to 
some of the key employers in the sector, including some of the 
region’s finest parks and gardens.

The Gardeners’ Company is co-ordinating fund-raising, 
leading on mentoring and acting as horticultural 
ambassadors. Bankside Open Spaces Trust (BOST) is co-
ordinating the outreach ‘Starter days” and providing intensive 
professional support to the pre-apprenticeship scheme. BOST 
is a south London charity dedicated to developing green 
spaces for local people.

Roots and Shoots, which provides vocational training for 
young people from the inner city, will deliver supported City 
& Guilds training. The Royal Parks Guild will assist with work 
experience and mentoring.

The programme, a significant financial investment for the 
Company, is Master Bernard Williams’ focus for his year in 
office and he has asked members to be generous 
in their support.

A chance to learn new skills... ...Become more confident and self-assured...
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LIVERYMAN CHARLES NOTCUTT

Liveryman Charles Notcutt OBE, VMH, DL died in July at the 
age of 81. Charles was an enthusiastic member of the Livery 
who was a regular supporter of the Gardeners’ dinners, 
functions, visits and tours, often accompanied by his wife Gill.

He was a man able to respond to challenges. Some were 
thrust upon him by circumstances, others were created by 
him as he pursued a personal quest to promote horticulture. 
Others were accepted by him as societies and organisations 
sought his advice, energy and vision. Other challenges arose 
as a result of his determination to question the establishment, 
or the established view, when he felt to do so might make the 
world a better or fairer place. 

After National Service he took over the run-down family 
nursery at Woodbridge. Within six years he was appointed 
Managing Director of Notcutts. In 1974 he became 
Company Chairman, a post he held until 2006. 

He was one of the first people in the UK to identify that, with 
the increase in domestic gardening spend in the 1960s and 
1970s and the development of containerised plants, the best 
way forward was to open garden centres selling directly 
to the public. 

Thanks to this vision the chain of Notcutts Garden Centres 
was born. The group expanded organically and by the very 
shrewd acquisition of other well-known nurseries and brands. 
As a result ‘Notcutts’ has become a multi-million pound 
business and a leading brand name in the UK. 

There are too many organisations to mention that owe a 
huge debt to Charles but some, such as the Garden Centre 
Association and the (now) Chartered Institute of Horticulture, 
probably would not exist without his charismatic enthusiasm 
and single-minded determination and support. 

He was also very active in his home area around 
Woodbridge and is greatly loved and revered there for 
his involvement in, and support for, many institutions and 
organisations. This culminated in him being elected Mayor of 
Woodbridge for 2012-13. 

past master stephen dowbiggin oBe 
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The Chinese Dairy and pool.

MASTER’S VISIT TO WOBURN ABBEY 
GARDENS

A charming welcome from Louise, Duchess of Bedford 
launched a magnificent July day for the Gardeners at 
Woburn. Her Gardens Manager, Martin Towsey, followed 
with a comprehensive presentation on the Woburn Estates. 

This summer the future Duke, 10-year-old Henry, Marquess 
of Tavistock, is working with the gardens team and he 
accompanied us enthusiastically throughout the day.

Splitting into two groups, the Gardeners enjoyed contrasting 
morning and afternoon visits with an excellent lunch in 
between. We saw for ourselves how the 15th Duke and 
Duchess of Bedford are putting their own stamp on the estate 
with the help of Martin Towsey’s leadership, dedication and 
horticultural skills. 

His attention to detail appears key to the Woburn Estates’ 
approach, ensuring all staff take ownership of and huge pride 
in the garden and ongoing projects. Meticulous planning had 
clearly gone into our visit too and made for a most 
successful day.

The Head gardener for the Abbey gardens, Andrew Grout, 
proudly took us to see attractive, well-tended, herbaceous 
borders, with colour schemes carefully chosen according to 
the function of each area. 

The parkland features ancient trees with thoughtful succession 
planting in place. Newly recreated areas include the erica 
parterre which made a strong feature in the car park we 
used, alongside Sophie Dickens’ contemporary dramatic 
sculptures of Cartwheeling Men. 

Historical records, including original plans and drawings 
by Henry Holland and Humphrey Repton, provide evidence 
of old structures that are now being reconstructed and 
replaced on their original footings, such as the Cone House. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t have time to get lost in the 
Hornbeam Maze!

We were shown inside the so-called Chinese Dairy, designed 
by Henry Holland and first built in 1794. The building, with 
the adjacent walkway and pool, reflect the 5th Duke’s travels 
in Europe, his interest in Versailles and the new fashion for 
Chinoiserie. Surprisingly, this too was a real treat for all 
horticulturalists as the windows were decorated with exquisite 
botanical specimens painted by Theodore Perrache 
in the 1790s.

The highlight of the day for me was our visit to the 
Evergreens. Riding in a shiny green trailer we were pulled 
across the estate by an equally gleaming tractor. The 4th 
Duke first conceived and planted the Evergreens on a former 
rabbit warren. The land is currently being restored with 
characteristic care. 

Once again, old plans and drawings are providing 
guidelines for the rediscovery of paths, rides and the original 
planting schemes. Years of neglect mean Rhododendron 
ponticum rootstock has overrun the hybrid cultivars. 

The Gardeners were honoured to be the first external group 
to visit this area. We saw how the two-year plan is being 
implemented. This involves identifying species, removing 
unwanted ponticum, cutting back other trees and reseeding 
the new clearings prior to replanting. The team has 
discovered areas of pines, oaks and magnolias, with yew 
trees key to the different planting sections. It was fantastic to 
see this huge project being undertaken with enormous 
vision and courage. 

report by helen potts, 
photographs by John Gilbert

Charles Notcutt in his mayoral robes in 2013.

Michael and Primrose Upward. Photograph by Jim Almond.

PAST MASTER MICHAEL UPWARD
 
Michael Upward, Master of the Company 1993-94, 
died in April at the age of 82. Married to Primrose and 
with two sons, he had a full and distinguished career in 
horticulture and was a noted expert on alpine plants. He 
lectured in many countries and was involved for many 
years with the Alpine Garden Society’s Chelsea exhibit, 
winning several gold medals.

In 1976 he was given the Lyttel Trophy, the Alpine Garden 
Society’s supreme award. In 1997 he was awarded the 
Gold Veitch Memorial Medal by the RHS for services to 
Horticulture.

Several of Michael’s Gardener friends have contributed 
memories of him. One such is below; the others can be 
found on the Company Blog, along with the Eulogy given 
by his son Guy at Michael’s Thanksgiving Service at 
Pershore Abbey on the 6th May. 

Paddy Flanagan and Senior Past Master Ian: In 1994 
Ian and I joined Michael’s Master’s trip to the glorious 
Alpine Meadows above Wengen. The group had found 
their “altitude” legs by then but Michael assured us he 
had planned an easy day as the group was going to the 
top of the Jungfrau mountain on the single cog Gornograt 
railway.

The special purpose on this day was to find, see and smell 
a rare Chocolate Orchid. The rarity was duly found and 
at Michael’s instructions, the party had to get down on 
hands and knees and, if possible, tummies, to examine this 
perfection at close quarters. What an extraordinary sight, 
the enthusiastic Gardeners, with cameras at the ready, 
massed around this four inch high delicate flower.

Sadly Michael had not planned for us to join the train to 
travel down the mountain. So a memory of that descent 
is of knees that became SO painful with the continuous 
downhill path that we needed a double gluhwein to aid 
recovery! Such happy memories!

Unabridged versions of both obituaries are on the 
Company Blog. Manager Martin Towsey explains the Evergreens Project.

All aboard for a trailer ride to the Evergreens Project.
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A MASTERS’ GARDEN FOR THE CITY

past master nicholas evans gives a progress report on a 
challenging project

One of the most exciting projects to come out of our Royal 
Master’s year was the idea of creating a unique garden in 
the City. This would commemorate His Royal Highness’ year 
with the Gardeners’ Company and also provide a dedicated 
green space for other liveries - hence the use of the word 
Masters in its plural form. 

With the help of the Corporation of London Open Spaces 
team, a garden was identified in Houndsditch, a few minutes’ 
walk from Liverpool Street station. Known as the Jubilee 
Garden, it was created in 1977 and had a 
make-over in 2004. 

Like many of the Corporation’s open spaces in the City, the 
Jubilee Garden is a popular destination for City workers at 
lunchtime and during the day. It provides a semi-enclosed 
area with generous seating surrounded by a series of raised 
brick planted beds which are predominantly 
planted with box. 

Most users of the garden are almost certainly oblivious to its 
hidden secrets: beneath the existing beds and planting there 
is an electricity sub-station! This discovery meant that early 
thoughts of simply flattening the old garden and building a 
new one were immediately constrained. 

Faced with this and other challenges, the Company decided 
to offer up a garden design competition to college students to 
see what could be done to transform a difficult site into one 
that offered greatly improved planting whilst maintaining the 
existing hard landscaping. 

Budding student designers were given a strict brief and 
some interesting designs were submitted. The judges, who 
included members of the Corporation’s Open Spaces Team, 
agreed that a design submitted by Vanessa Blain, a former 
design student at Capel Manor College in Enfield, was the 
most creative and imaginative, offering sustainability and a 
new soft palette for the garden. Funding for the new Masters’ 
Garden has been generously supported by various City 
Liveries and from within the Gardeners’ Company.

Work is planned to start in Spring 2016.

The Jubilee Garden in Houndsditch.

VANESSA’S WINNING DESIGN

Vanessa Blain worked as a lawyer before changing 
direction and studying horticulture and garden design at 
Capel Manor College. There she won the Best Student 
award on the Plants and Planting course and co-designed 
the college’s gold-medal-winning garden design entry 
for the Ideal Home Show 2014. Here she describes her 
winning design for the Masters’ Garden Competition.

The Masters’ Garden is in the heart of the City, a harsh 
urban environment. It is currently planted predominantly 
with Buxus, and large areas of the beds are covered with 
slate mulch. Planting for wildlife is virtually non-existent;  
aesthetically it feels cold and stark.

The garden is well used by office workers and I was keen 
to redesign the space so that it could provide a haven 
from the stresses and strains of life in the City. The space 
is overlooked by a number of office blocks and I decided 
that it was also important for the planting to look good 
from above. I wanted to incorporate scented plants to 
mask City smells and plants with a tactile element such as 
ornamental grasses. 

My design aims to create an elegant and contemporary 
garden. Planting is repeated to provide unity and a 
defined scheme that also looks good when viewed from 
above. I wanted to create a garden where seasonal 
changes could be achieved through multitasking plants 
- plants that provided flowers in spring and autumn 
leaf colour for example, thus removing the need for 
unsustainable bedding plants.
 
The colour scheme for the garden is predominantly green 
and white. Plants include the robust, aromatic leaved 
Geranium macrorrhizum ‘White Ness’, Carex ‘Amazon 
Mist’, drought-tolerant Euphorbia amygdaloides var. 
robbiae, and Helleborus argutifolius. Bulb planting will 
further extend the garden’s seasons of interest.
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“A haven from the stresses and strains of life in the City”.

FROM ROYAL PARKS TO ROOF GARDENS

in July the new master led a visit to two royal parks and two 
london roof gardens 

History, gentle walking in two Royal parks, a relaxing boat 
trip and two amazing roof gardens all in the excellent 
company of Liverymen and their guests: what could 
be more enjoyable?

Passionate input from two Liverymen ensured that we received 
it in spades! The Parks Tour was led by Assistant Mike Fitt 
who enthralled a group of 39 with the history of Hyde Park 
and its lake from the Romans through Saxons, Normans and 
Tudors, the Victorians (Crystal Palace), the First World War 
and modern management problems (death by lightning). 
Intertwined was the history of the Serpentine, the lost river 
Westbourne (one manhole) and the water recycling systems 
feeding St James’s Park and the Italian Gardens 
and Westminster Abbey.

Two wingnut trees were of special interest and the wonderful 
smell of sweet chestnuts prevailed. The oldest plane tree in 
London was magnificent. The Butchers Broom 
(Ruscus aculeatus) near the nursery was a curiosity.

Cruising on the Serpentine on a beautifully engineered 

nomura’s thriving organic vegetable garden. Colourful planting on the roof of Cannonbridge House. 

Jasper the Harris hawk on duty at the Nomura roof garden.

solar-powered boat, we were served afternoon tea while 
Mike recounted tales of Peter Pan, Mary Shelley’s ghost, 
Pepys and Virginia Woolf. We watched children paddling in 
the Diana Memorial (where Roman remains were found 
during excavation).

En route to Kensington Gardens we walked across Buck Hill 
(scene of the last deer hunt in central London in 1720) where 
relics of medieval flowers exist and which was used during 
the First World War as a mock Somme to train officers. We 
left the park by Lancaster Gate after viewing Prince Albert’s 
Italian Garden – full of life on a sunny day. The group could 
have listened to Mike for hours.

We moved on to two spectacular roof gardens. Adjacent 
to each other they could not have been more different. 
Both offered chilled wine and amazing views of the London 
skyline. The Nomura garden is tended by two staff from ISS 
Landscapes and we saw in action the two hawks they provide 
twice weekly to establish a ‘no-go area’ for 
seagulls and pigeons. 

The garden is self-watering and incorporates elegant water 
channels amid planted beds. There were appreciative 
murmurs of ‘proper grass’ and admiration of the thriving 
organic vegetable garden resulting from the devoted input 
of three “switchboard ladies”. A vibrant, highly-coloured 
meadow area added another dimension. Staff were massing 
for their weekly barbecue as we left.

The roof garden at Cannon Bridge House was an unhappy 
shrub-based area when it was taken over by Liveryman Paul 
Burnage. He guided us through his ambition to convert it into 
a bio-diverse area of flowers, wildlife and colour all year 
round. Just two years on various hydrangeas (including H. 
quercifolia), olive trees, oleanders, roses and buddlejas and 
the grassed area are a testament to the success of his vision 
which Paul said owed much to the installation of a 
good irrigation system.

Shepherded by the Clerk’s whistle we finished our day with 
food and more drinks at the Bow Wine Vaults. A triumphal 
first outing of the new Master’s year.

report by mary Cole-adams, 
photographs by John Gilbert



Stephen Bernhard: “I felt a great sense of privilege”.
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IT WAS FANTASTIC AND VERY MOVING!

Immediate Past Master Stephen Bernhard found his year in 
the Master’s chair an intense and illuminating one. “I was 
touched by the goodwill and the kindness of the membership 
of our Company. It was fantastic and very moving.” he says.

He adds, “I felt a great sense of privilege, serving as Master 
in the City. It’s a rarefied world in which we operate and 
that reminds me of the need for all of us to be more active in 
helping other people”.

“I’m immensely proud of what is achieved by the Livery 
movement, of the £80m given to charity annually* and of the 
extraordinary range of activities they engage in”.

His own programme of events for the Gardeners’ Company 
was a busy one. “I think we had a few more events than 
usual in my year,” he says. “That was because I wanted to 
have a wide range of activities, appealing to as many people 
as possible. We had full houses at the formal events and 
good attendance at the smaller ones and, importantly, we 
finished the year with a healthy surplus in the accounts!”
 
“The Harvest Festival was an absolute joy,” he says when 
asked to recall highlights from the year. Others included 
Jean-Pierre Bertrand playing boogie-woogie on the piano at 
the Mansion House Banquet and the “fantastic” Autumn Court 
Dinner where Julia Bradbury, star of television’s Countryfile 
programme, spoke and presented student prizes as well as 
some colourful remarks!

Another was the Spring Court Dinner at Goldsmiths’ Hall 
where he and Clare Scheckter presented Raymond Blanc 
with the Prince Edward Award for Excellence in Horticulture. 
Stephen Crisp’s table decorations featured wonderful flowers 
and golden ornaments including wellington boots, watering 
cans, plant pots and hand tools.

“The team spirit of Master and Wardens is very important”, 
he says. “I made a special effort over two years to create a 
management team who would share ideas and develop the 
Company with consistency and sustainability”. 

“From the charitable perspective, we have begun several 
important initiatives in education, training and the support 
of horticulture. Programmes such as Future Gardeners are 
exciting because, once successful, they can be replicated 
elsewhere. This is precisely what Past Master 
Prince Edward wished”. 

“Furthermore, I hope we will become more effective in the 
distribution of charitable monies and that exciting projects 
such as the support of a Nuffield Student can begin 
now to feature”. 

“The Big Curry Lunch was another first and our contribution 
was highly praised. The plant display was awesome. This 
event has brought us great kudos in the City.”

“I hope, at the end of my year, Gardeners are a little more 
relevant, focussed and that members are perhaps inspired by 
what we as a Company can do through 
fellowship and fraternity!”

• £40m from Liveries and £40m from City Bridge funds

interview by John Gilbert

LUNCH AT LE MANOIR GOES DOWN WELL

Members of the Court and their guests attended a marvellous 
event at Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons in Oxfordshire 
in June. The Court wished to use the occasion to honour 
Raymond Blanc and the work he does to promote horticulture 
for which he was awarded the Gardeners’ Prince Edward 
Award for Excellence in Horticulture earlier this year. 

Raymond arranged for us to tour the extensive gardens before 
lunch. We were told that almost 90 varieties of vegetables 
and over 70 aromatic herbs were grown in the two-acre 
kitchen garden. All find their way during the year on to the 
plates of the lucky diners. 

The grounds include an extensive new orchard, a tranquil 
tea garden and a beautiful English water garden fed by 
natural springs which was originally created by the monks 
who occupied the site in the 16th Century. We were able to 
amble through garden after garden admiring all we saw and 
gathering our strength for the challenges ahead.

We then went on to a champagne reception and a special 
luncheon menu chosen by Raymond. Any doubt about why Le 
Manoir has kept its Michelin starred status for so many years 
was swiftly laid to rest. It is perhaps invidious to mention any 
element of what was a stunning luncheon, but the crabe, 
fleurs de courgettes, gingembre was magnificent.

There were pithy and short speeches by the Master and 
the Master Elect, by the newly-elected Non-Aldermanic 
Sheriff Christine Rigden and by the Master Farmer, Tony 
Alston. Raymond tore himself away from all his other duties 
to tell us about his passion for excellence in horticulture 
and sustainable farming as much as in developing and 
maintaining the reputation of the hotel and its cuisine. There 
was of course Gallic charm aplenty, but his inspirational 
leadership and vision were there for all to see as well. 

report by Cindy peck


